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PREFACE. 



The present little volame is a contintiatioii 
of Bible Stories entitled " Bread upon the 
"Waters," and is intended to complete the 
series on the Old Testament History. 

May the yonng reader be led, by the 
simple lessons contained in the following 
pages, to seek for further instruction in 
the word of God itself, and to find that 
word to be " sweet," yea, " sweeter than 
honey and the honey-comb." 
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MOAB AND MIBIAN. 



I AH going to tell you, dear cMIdren, what 
happened to the people of Israel after the' 
death of Jo^ua. He died wh^i he was 
one huDdred and ten yearo dld^ and waa 
buriedin his inheritance, in Mpunt Ephraim, 
nedi the hill Gaash. "NoWy though the 
land of Canaan had heen diyided among the 
Israelites, and thdir inheritances appointed, 
and a great part of the country subdued, 
yet they were living still in the midst of 
enemies; and, £:om time to time, these 
^i^nies fought against them, and sometimes 
OTBTcame them. You should look through 
the book of Judges, and £nd who these 
enemies were. 

First, ihere were the Moabites. These 
were a nation of very wicked people, who 

9 
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lived in the southem part of the country, 
east of the Dead Sea. They were enemies 
of Israel, and of the God of Israel; and he 
had himself declared, '' A Moabite shall not 
enter into the congregation of the Lord." 
(Deut. xxTTT. 3.) Tor eighteen years, the 
king of Moab oppressed the Israelites, and 
he took away some of their possessions. 
But how wafl this ? Had not God promised 
"always to protect Israel, and was not he 
more powerful than the king of Moab ? 
Yes, but you must remember that whenever 
we read of enemies coming against the 
Israelites, and oppressing them, and con- 
quering them, we read something else too 
— that " Israel had done evil in the sight of 
the Lord ; " that was why they were deliv- 
ered into the power of their enemies. But 
God was so merciful, that whenever his 
ungratefcd people repented, and confessed 
their sin, and prayed for pardon, he was 
always ready to save them, and to send 
them a deliverer. And so it was now, when 
Moab oppressed them. *' "When the chil- 
dren of Israel cried unto the Lord, the Lord 
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raised them up a deliverer— Ehud, the son 
of Grera, a Benjamite." (Judg. iii. 15.) By 
this man the king of Moab was killed. 

It would take too much time for me to 
tell you the whole story of the deHverance 
of Israel from Eglon, the king of Moab, by 
Ehud. I wish rather to give you a general 
history of these enemies of Israel, and of 
the manner in which they were conquered; 
and you must read the particular account 
of each of them in the Bible for your- 
selves. 

The next people who oppressed the 
IsraeUtes, were the Canaanites, and Jabin, 
iheir king, and Sisera, Jabin's captain. 
Israel had again done evil, and so again 
God permitted trouble to come upon them. 
But when they repented, God was stiU ready 
to have mercy and to pardon, and deliver 
them. The Israelites were at this time, as 
you may guess from the name of the book, 
governed by Judges. These Judges were 
raised up, and appointed by God to direct 
and teach his people, after the death of 
Joshua. Many of them were very brave 
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men, and men of Mth too, who ruled and 
conquecedf trusting in the power and help 
of God. 

In the time of king Jabin, a woman 
was judging Israel. HernamewasDeborah* 
she dwelt in Mount Ephraim, between 
Bamolh and Bethel, and the children of 
Israel came to her for judgment. And 
now, they sent to her to ask her help 
against king Jabin, and his wicked captain, 
Sisera. Deborah was not afraid to go her- 
self, and £ght against these enemies, for 
she had great faith in God, and she knew 
she was acting under his direction. But 
then she could not go alone. Who went 
with h^ ? She called Barak, a brave man 
out of Kaphtali, to hwd the army of 
Israel, and with him went a large number 
of soldiers from that tribe, and also j&om 
AsherandZebulon. You remember, I hope, 
what Moses said of Zebulon ; " Eejoice 
Zebulon in thy going out." Here was one 
proof of his bravery in war. So this army 
set put against Jabin, and Deborah said to 
Barak, ** Up, for this is the day in which 
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the Lord hath delivered Sisera into thine 
hand. Is not the Lord gone out before 
thee ? So Barak went down from Mount 
Tabor, and ten thousand men after him. 

And the Lord discomfited Sisera, and all his 
chariots, and aU his host, with the edge of 
the sword before Barak." (Judg.iv. 14, 15.) 
It pleased God to deliver his people from 
Sisera in a very remarkable way. It was 
a woman who first led them on to fight 
against him, and it W£is a woman who put an 
end to the fight, by slaying him. This last 
woman was Jael ; she pretended to be a 
friend to Sisera, and when he was running, 
weary with fighting, from Barak and the 
IsraeUtifih soldiers, she asked him to come 
into her tent, ^d rest himself, and she 
promised to conceal him. But while he 
was asleep, '' she took a nail of the tent, 
and a hammer in her hand, and went softly 
to him, and smote the nail into his temples, 
and fastened it into the ground, for he was 
fast asleep, and weary ; so he died." Now, 
we cannot think that it was right of Jael to 
do this. It was a cruel and treacherous act. 
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You must remember, that it never ^an be 
right to tell a lie, or to deceive for any 
purpose ; and Jael acted very deceitMly, 
as well as very cruelly, in what she said 
and did to Sisera. But you may see fiom 
the story, how great God's mercy is, and 
that when he determines to deliver his 
people, he can do so by any means he may 
please to use. 

And now, we must pass on to the next 
oppressors of Israel — ^the Midianites. These 
people lived south of Canaan ; they had be- 
fore fought against the Israelites, while they 
were in the wildemess. And did God 
deliver his people from Midiaa, as well as 
from the Moabites, and from king Jabin? 

Yes, by the hand of Gid#Dn whose history 
you may read in Judges vi. — ^viii. These 
Midianites came in very great numbers; 
they were "like grasshoppers for multi- 
tude." What a large army of Israelites 
would be wanted to fight against them ! No, 
God did not need a lai^e army. Gideon, 
indeed, gathered together a great number 
of soldiers from Naphtali, and Zebulon, and 
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Asher. But God said, " The people are 
too many for me to give the Midianites into 
their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves 
against me, saying, ' Mine own hand hath 
saved me.' " (Judg. vii. 2.) And then 
Grod lessened the army of Gideon in a very 
remarkahle way, which you will read in 
this chapter ; till, at last, only three hun- 
dred soldiers were left, and with that little 
army, Gideon went against the hosts of 
Midian. And then, what was the armour of 
three hundred soldiers? They were not 
to trust in their swords, and their spears. 
God commanded that they should carry in 
their right hand a trumpet, and in their 
left hand a lamp within a pitcher; and 
thus armed, the3i went hy night into the 
camp of Midian. And what happened? 
" They blew the trumpets, and brake the 
pitchers, and cried, *The sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon ; ' and all the host ran, 
and cried, and fled*" So Midian was 
conquered, in a way as wonderful as that ia 
which Jericho was taken, in the days of 
Joshua. 
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There are other delivenmces of which I 
shall teU you in our next lesson, but these 
will be enough for to-day. And what may 
we learn £tom them? I think we may 
leam three lessons ; first, God always pun* 
ishes sin. Israel did eyil in the sight of the 
Lord, and then came trouble. God gave 
them up into the hands of their enemies. 
The second lesson is — God is always ready 
to hear and answer prayer. When Israel 
was in trouble, and cried to the Lord, and 
prayed for help, that help always came, a 
deHverer was always sent. And then, the 
last lesson shall be this^-Ood often uses 
weak instruments to accomplish great things. 
This is not so easy for you to understand, so 
I wUl explain to you what I mean. God 
is, you know, all-powerAil ; he can do 
anything he pleases, at any time, and in 
any way — hiM word and his will are quite 
enough. He speaks, and it is done; he 
commands, and it stands fkst. But yet, 
Grod is generally pleased to make use of 
instruments, or means ; that is, he employs 
certain men, or certain things, to do wlmt 
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lie himself could do qtiite as well without 
them. Thus, he employed Moses and 
Aaron to brmg out the people of Israel 
j&rom Egypt. He used the tod of MoSes very 
ofben as an instifuiiifiiLt in wotking miiracles 
before Pharaoh, and afterwards in the wilr 
demess. Ehud was his instroment to tAaif 
Eglon, and Jael to destroy 8i6era^ and 
Gideon's little anny with their tammpetitf, 
and pitchers, and lamps^ to defeat the great 
hosts of Midian. 

Now, was there any particular power in 
any of these persons or things ? No, the 
stKmgest of thent all cotdd do nothing with- 
out Grod's help ; and many of thetn were 
in themselves perfectly weak. What could 
Gideon's three hundred men have done^ 
without God to fight for them, and with 
tti^n f Bo you see that GK>d can use any 
fiie&ml dt iilstruments he pleases, to do 
his w31 \ and ^at he makes them sufficient 
foi* his purpose, however weak tii^ may be 
Itlth^&selvis. And what great tlnngs these 
weak instruments have accompUshed ! 
Mighty kings and captains subdued — mul^ 
300 B 
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titudes of enemies put to flight — whole 
armies destroyed ! Eut I must not forget 
to tell you that when (jod employed 
Deborah, and Barak, and Gideon, and 
others, to flght and to conquer, he put into 
their hearts a great deal of faith and trust 
in him. This it was which made them so 
bold and fearless ; for they knew in whom 
they believed, and were quite sure of vic- 
tory in his name, and by his strength. 

Now, may not you, dear children, leani 
something from all this? You say, per- 
haps, sometimes, " We are so yoimg, so 
weak, so little, what can we do ? We can 
do nothing to help ourselves, or to help 
others ; nothing for our own good, nor for 
God's glory." Yes, you may; weak as you 
are, you may be instruments in Grod's hands 
for doing something. I may, perhaps, tell 
you some day of children, young as you, who 
did much for the good of others, and for the 
glory of God. They were children of faith 
and prayer; and so must you be if you 
wish to do anything for him. Bemember 
how weak you are in yourselves, and ask 
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God, if it should be his will, to employ you 
as his humble instruments for doing good, in 
some way or other to your fellow-creatures. 
"ITot that we are sufficient of ourselves^ 
but our sufficiency is of God." (2 Cor. 
iii. 5.) 



HYMN. 

Who ordered Gideon forth. 
To storm the invader's camp, 

With aims of little worth, 
A pitcher and a lamp ? 

The trumpets made his coming^ knonrn. 

And all the host was overthrown. 

Oh! I have seen the day. 
When, with a single word, 

God helping me to say, 
''My trust is in the Lord," 

My soul has quell'd a thousand focfl^ 

Fearless of all tiiat could oppose. 

But unbelief, self-will, 

Self-righteousness, and pride, 

How often do they steal 
My weapon from my side ! 

Yet IsraeVs Qod, and GKdeon's Friend, 

Will help hb servant to the end. 
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QUESTIONS. 

At what age did Joihua die, and where 
was he buried ? 

Who goTemed Israel after his death ? 

What enemios oppressed the Israelites ? 

Why were they permitted to do so ? 

Whom did God raise up to deliver Israel 
irom the Moabites ? 

Who was Jabin^ and what was the name 
of his captain ? 

Who fought against Jabin and Sisera ? 

What tribes of Israel are particularly 
mentioned for their bravery in this war? 

What became of Sisera ? 

Who next oppressed the IsraeHtes? 

By whom were theMidianiteeconquered ? 

How many soldiers had Gideon to fight 
for him, and how were they armed ? 

Tell me three lessona which we may 
Icam from these stories. 

Bepeat a text which tells us that we are 
weak, and that God is strong. 



AMMON. 



I TOLD yon that there were other enemies 
against whom Isra^ fought besides Moab 
and Midian ; and othor judges and delrrer- 
ers to help them to conquer these ienemies, 
besides Ehud, and Deborah, and Barak, and 
Gideon. I will teU you, to-day, of another 
braye soldier, who was also a judge in 
Israel — his name was Jephthah. 

The Israelites had again Mien into sin — 
the ^n of idolatry. They had learned to 
worship the false gods of the heathen 
nations around them, *^ and served Baalim, 
and Ashtoreth, and the gods of Sjria, and 
the gods of the Philistines; and forsook the 
Lord, and served not him." (Judges z. 6.) 
And so God was made angry, and he gave 
them up into the hands of the Aminonites 
and the PhiHstines, and they oppressed them 
for eighteen years. See once more, dear 

21 
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children, what distress sin always brings. 
Bemember, misery must follow the trans- 
gression of Grod's commands, and the for- 
saking of his way. And now, the Israelites 
did as they had done before ; they cried 
unto the Lord, saying, " "We have sinned 
against thee, both because we haye forsaken 
our Gk)d, and also served Baalim." But 
they had often before cried to God in dis- 
tress ; and then, as soon as the trouble was 
over, they had &llen into sin again. So 
this time, God did not at once help them. 
He reminded them of his own past mercy, 
and of their ingratitude ; and then he said, 
'^ Ye have forsaken me, and served other 
gods; wherefore, I wiU deliver you no 
more ; go, and cry unto the gods which ye 
have chosen ; let them deliver you in the 
time of your tribulation." Then they 
really did repent, and in the right way ; 
for they not only said they were sorry, but 
they showed they were so by what they 
did — "they put away the strange gods, 
and served the Lord." And God was so 
merciful that he turned to them again, and 
comforted and helped them. 



But the Ammonites were still warring 
against Israel. These people lived near the 
land of Qileady east of the river Jordan. 
The Israelites had fought against them 
before they entered Canaan, and had killed 
Sihon their king. But they were stiU un- 
subdued ; and now they came and encamped 
at Mizpeh, in the land of Gilead. Jephthah 
was the man raised up by God to fight 
against them. He was himself a Gileadite^ 
but he had been obliged for many years to 
live away from his home, because of the 
tmkindness of his brethren. But now they 
needed his help (for he was a very brave 
man)y and so they asked him to return to 
them ; and Jephthah was willing to forget 
their past unkindness, and to oome back, 
and fight for them and for his country. 

Jephthah was a man of courage, and of 
faith too, but he did not always act like a 
man of wisdom ; and before he went to this 
battle against Ammon, he did a very rash 
and imwise thing. I dare say you have 
akeady read or heard of Jephthah's rash 
vow. What was it? A vow means a 
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solemn resolution or promise. J^hthali's 
TOW was made to God himself. He ealdi 
'^If tbou wilt, without fail, deliver th0 
ohildren of Ammisa into mine hands, tbeii 
it shall be that whataoever eometh forth of 
the doors of my house to meet me, wh^a I 
l«tum in peace fpom the children of Am* 
men, shall surely be the Lord's, and I will 
offer it up for a burnt offering," (Judges 
id 80, 31.) 

Then Jephthah went to the war, and he 
fonght and conquered the Ammcmites. The 
batile was ended, and the victory was 
gfdned ; mi Jephthah returned tp his houa« 
in triumph. And do you know l^e sad end 
of this story ? Eos young daughter, hi« 
pnly child, ran out tp meet him, ^ill of joy, 
because her fath^ had gained the yietory. 
But it gave no joy to Jephthf^i to see her ; 
he remembered his vow, tP offer up what^ 
ever came out of his house to meet him ; 
and he rent his clothes, and said, *' Alas, 
my daughter, thou hast brought me very 
low. I hare ppened my mouth to the 
Lord, and I eamiot go Im^^.'' And soqq 



after this, be ** did with her according to 
hk vow which he had Towed." Was not 
this a moiunofql eod to that gieat victozj ? 

iKTow before we go oa to the next 
battlef of the Israelites, which were against 
the Philipttnes, I will just mention some 
lessons wbieh you may leam fom what I 
have told you of Israel, and Ammon, and 
Jepbtbab. The £jst lesson is about idola- 
try. Perhaps you think that might be left 
out, because you certainly cannot commit 
idolatry. iNow, this is a gr^at mistake on 
your part. It is quite possible for you to 
be idolators. Indeed, I fesix that you really 
are so. I do not mean that you worship 
the time idoU that the Israelites did ; but 
you ofMa eommit the 9ame nn. Look at 
Esekiel xiy. Ton will see there that God 
was angry with his people, not only because 
th^ had idols in their cities, and in their 
temples, and in their houses, but because 
tiiey had them in their hearts. He said, 
*< These men have set up their idols in 
their heart." 
What is meant by setting up an idol in 



26 AMHON. 

the heart? It is setting our love and 
affection upon anything instead of God. 
It is loving anything more than God. So, 
if you, little children, love your pleasures, 
or your play, or your toys, or yourselves, 
more than you love God, you have idols, 
and you have set them up in your heart, 
and you commit idolatry. Fray to God, 
then, to enable you to set your affections 
upon things above — ^heavenly things, holy 
things ; and then you will find that there 
is nothing on earth worth setting your 
heart upon, compared with God himself, 
and with the glorious things he has pre- 
pared for those who love him. 

And then, I have another lesson for you 
to learn from Jephthah. Perhaps you may 
wonder what there is for you to learn from 
h™ ; his life, and his age, and his duties, 
were all so very different from yours. Still, 
I think he may teach you something, and 
I will tell you what it is — a lesson of cau- 
tion and consideration. I said that in one 
thing Jephthah acted rashly and unwisely; 
he made a vow thoughtlessly, and this 
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occasioned him a great deal of grief and 
vexation afterwards. He was right to wish 
to show gratitude to God ; right to be will- 
ing to give a thank-offering in remembrance 
of his victory ; but he was wrong in tho 
way in which he did aU this. God had 
never told Jephthah to offerup his daughter. 
God did not require such a sacrifice : and 
Jephthah acted very wrongly, first in mak- 
ing a vow without consideration ; and then 
in Mfiilling it, when he found what dis- 
tress that vow had brought him into. 
Kow, then^ learn a lesson of wisdom from 
this story of Jephthah. Children are not 
by nature wise. Solomon says that " FoUy 
is bound up in the heart of a child ;'' and 
this folly means sin as well ; for sin and 
folly are very much alike, and generally go 
together. "Wicked people, who follow the 
devices of their own corrupt hearts, must 
be foolish in God' s sight. Only holy people, 
who follow the commands of God, can be 
really wise. Now, you need wisdom in all 
the little affairs of your lives; and you 
often do what is foolish, because, like 
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Jephthah, you act and speak without con* 
sideration, without thought. Kow shall I 
give you soiue roles for beoomiug wise 
children ? First, then, try never to speak 
or act without thinking what you are 
going to say, or what you are going to do. 
And you will find it well, also, to talk 
Uttle, and to think much; for Solomon 
says, ^' He that rej&aineth his lips is wise." 
(Ptov. X. 29.) 

Then, be ready always to attend to and 
follow the advice of those who are older and 
wiser than yourselves. Those who attend 
to the instructions of kind friends, and 
teachers, and parents, are wise children; 
but those who trust to themselveB, and 
will not be directed, are sure to become 
foolish ones. Solomon tells us this too : he 
says, "fools despise wisdom and instrue- 
tion." (Prov. L 7.) And, " The ear that 
heareth the reproof of life, abidelii among 
the wise." (Prov. xv. 31.) 

Then, again, study God's word. Thexe 
you will find directions to keep and teach 
you at aU times, in all your perplexities 
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and difficulties. David says, " The testi- 
mony of the Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple." (Psa. xix. 7.) ''The entrance 
of thy words giveth light ; it giveth un- 
derstanding to the simple." (Psa, cxix. 
130.) And then, remember that all these 
rules wiU not make you really wise, unless 
you pray to God to direct you himself, and 
to give you that true and best wisdom, 
which comes from him, and which he only 
can bestow. " If any of you lack wisdom, 
let '^™ ask of God, that giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not ; and it shall 
be given him." (Jas. i. 5.) 



HYMN. 



Cbildren, would joa now be wim ? 

Sin and follj cast awaj P 
Tom aside from vanitieBf 

Grow in wisdom eyery daji 

Always, then, be "swift to hear,** 
And, "to speak'* be always "sloWi" 

Ifisten with, attentive ear. 
If you wish to leam and know. 
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Study God's own holy word ; 

Take it for youp rule and guide; 
They have always greatly erred 

Who have trust^ aught beside. 

In whatever jou. do or say. 
Pray for wisdom to be given. 

Then will God direct your way, 
And conduct you safe to Heaven. 



QUESTIONS. 

Wlio next fought against Israel ? 

Wliat particular sin occasioned Grod's 
displeasure with Israel? 

Did they repent ? 

In what way? 

"Who was raised up to fight for Israel 
against the Ammonites ? 

What wrong or unwise act can you 
rememher in the conduct of Jephthah ? 

What was the consequence of this ? 

Of what sort of idolatry are we very 
often guilty ? 

What is it to make an idol of anything ? 



AHUON. 31 

"WTiat lesson should you learn from the 
story of Jephthah ? 

Tell me some rules for becoming wise. 

What does Solomon say about speaking ? 

What does he say about receiving in- 
struction ? 

What docs David tell us about God's 
word? 

Eepeat a promise that God will give 
wisdom to those who ask it of him. 



THB 

LAND OF THE PHILISTINES. 



Thebe was one nation that gave more 
trouble to the Israelites than any other. 
This was the nation of the Philistines. 
These people inhabited the western part of 
Canaan. They were continually fighting 
against the Israelites; and, though often 
conquered, they came again and again, and 
were not entirely subdued for many years. 
Like the other nations of Canaan, the 
Philistines were idolaters. Their chief 
idol was named Dagon. This was an ugly 
image, half like a human being, and half 
like a fish ; and the Philistines had a tem- 
ple for the worship of this idol in their 
city Ashdod. 

82 
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The first person raised up by God to fight 
against these enemies was Samson^ a man 
of the tribe of Dan. I dare say you have 
all heard sojnething of the story of Samson. 
He was the strongest man that ever lived, 
and his steength was given him by God for 
this very purpose of subduing the Pyiis- 
tines. I do not mean to say much about 
him. You must yourselves read his history 
in the book of Judges. There you will find 
the account of the angel who appeared to his 
parents before his birth; of the great 
strength he showed, first, in kilHng the 
lion, and aftierwards in killing a thousand 
of the Philistines with the jaw-bone of au 
ass. There you will read the history of 
many more of his struggles with the 
Philistines; and, at last, will come to the 
sad part of his life — ^the melancholy story 
of his deliverance into the hands of his 
cruel enemies, and how they boimd him, 
and put out his eyes, and carried him to 
Gaza, and made him grind in the prison. 
There he stayed for a long time, weak and 
helpless, for he had become weak because 
300 c 
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his hair, in which his great strength lay, 
had been cut off by his cruel wife, who 
betrayed him to the Philistines. But 
while he was in the prison at Ga2a, his 
hair began to grow again, and his strength 
returned, and he ended his life by pulling 
down, with his arms, the great temple in 
which his enemies were assembled, and 
where he had been cruelly brought that he 
might make sport for them. '< So the dead 
which he slew at his death were more than 
they which he slew in his life." (Judges 
xvi. 30.) Samson judged Israel twenty 
years. The next judge of whom we read 
was £li| and, after him, Samuel the 
prophet. 

And now I must take you again to 
Shiloh. You know what was standing 
there during all these long years, in which 
the judges ruled. There was the taber- 
nacle ; and there, too, were the ark, and all 
the sacred vessels ; and the worship of God 
was going on quietly day by day at Shiloh, 
when other parts of the countiy were in a 
state of war and distress. It is a happy 
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thing for a country when the true God is 
worshipped and served in it, Shiloh was 
a hlessing to Israel still ; and if they had 
attended more to their sacred duties there, 
they would not have suffered as they did 
from war and enemies, which their own 
cdnfiil idolatry brought upon them. 

And now, dear children, try to fancy 
yourselves in the tabernacle at Shiloh. 
Picture to yourselves all the different parts 
of it, as I have described them to you ; and, 
when you have done this, I wiU take you 
a little apart from the sacred place, to the 
room in which the priest lives, and in 
which he sleeps. He is an old man. His 
hair is white, and his eyes simk, and his 
cheeks and forehead are ftirrowed with 
age. He is meditating just before he goes 
to rest. Perhaps he is mourning over the 
sorrows of his people ; or, perhaps, he is 
looking forward to happier times — to those 
times so long foretold, when He to whom 
Israel are now taught to look by faith in 
t'le daily sacrifices, wiU come to be a better 
and a more perfect Sacrifice, to take away 
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the sms of the world. It is night ; but the 
lamp is stiU burning in the tabernacle; 
and we will leave the old priest for a 
moment, and go to another part of that 
sleeping room. There lies a slumbering 
child on his little couch. You will like to 
gaze on him, he looks so cahn, so happy, so 
peacefal as he sleeps. His rosy cheek 
rests upon his hand, and he is smiling in 
his slumbers. How different firom that 
aged priest ! Yes, he is but just beginning 
life; he is like the little rose-bud, just 
opening in the sunbeams, on a bright sum- 
mer's morning; there are no storms, no 
winds yet, to blight and wither that fair 
little bud. But the aged man has seen 
many a rude tempest, and felt many a cold 
blast of sorrow and trouble. He is like a 
flower in autumn — ^its leaves scattered- 
soon about to perish, and to be seen no 
more through the long dark winter. But 
the winter will pass away, and spring will 
come, and the flower will bloom again. 
And BO with that aged man ; he, too, 
will rise from the grave which he now 
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seems sinking into so quickly ; he will rise 
vith a new and glorious body, in the 
morning of the resnrrection, and die no 
more. 

Look once more upon the old priest, and 
upon the sleeping child, and remember 
that, if yott would be truly happy in your 
youth, like that little boy, and truly peace- 
fol in your old age^ like tiiat aged man, you 
must hare their God for your God, and 
their Saviour for your Saviour. The same 
heavenly Father watches over them both — 
they are both his servants^ his children, 
andy therefore, under his kind love and 
care. 

But you must not yet leave Shiloh. As 
that child lies slumbering in his bed, he 
hears a voice. It calls him by name— 
*' Samuel, Samud." The child rises in a 
moment^ he runs to the aged priest, and 
says, *' Here I am, for thou, calledst me." 
There is no delay, no murmuring in doing 
this. The child has learned the lesson of 
obedience. But the old man answers, '' I 
called not; lie down again." Again the 
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child lies down ; again the yoice is heard^ 
as hefore, calling, '' Samuel, Samuel;" and 
again that little boy runs to the priest, and 
says, " Here I am, for thou didst caU me." 
But is-it not distressing to a child to be 
thus disturbed from his sleep ? Why does 
he go so willingly? There are no com- 
plaints still; be does not seem to think 
of himself, and of his own ease and com- 
fort. This child has learned the lesson 
of self-denial. But the old man has not 
called him, so again the little boy Kes down 
and falls asleep. And then, the third time, 
the voice calls, ^' Samuel, Samuel ;'* and a 
third time that child runs to the priest, 
aged Eli, and says, '' Here am I, for thou 
didst call me." And still he makes no 
complaint ; he does not say he is tired of 
being called so many times, and all in yain 
too ; no, for Samuel has learnt ihat lesson, 
so difficult for children to leani and to 
practise — ^the lesson of patienee, Atkj 
now, old Eli begins to think that '' God 
had called the child." Perhaps the Lord 
has some wonderful message, some great 
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command to giye his people^ and he has 
diosen to give it to them by that little 
cMld« And so Eli says to him, " Go, lie 
down ; and it shall be> if he call thee, that 
thou shalt say, ' Speak, Lord, for thy ser- 
vant heareth,' " And Eli was right. It 
was God who called the child. And soon 
the same voice was heard again in that 
solemn night, B&ymg, " Samuel, Samuel." 
Then Samuel arose, and himibly answered, 
as he had been taught, "Speak, for thy 
servant heareth.'* 

Dear children, do you not love this little 
servant of God ? and should not you like to 
be, as he was, obedient, and self-denying, 
and patient, and humble? And should 
you not think it an honour and a blessing 
indeed, if God would come to ifour beds 
when you are asleep, and speak to you, as 
he did to little Samuel ? And he does call 
you ; not by your names, not by a voice 
which you can hear with your bodily ears, 
but by his word, by his ministers, by his 
Spirit. He bids you come to him, and love 
him, and serve him ; and he promises to 
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bless you, and to make you his children. 
Will you, then, like little Samuel, attend 
to these gracious calls, and say, as he did, 
" Speak, Lord, for tbj servant heareth P' 
(1 Sam. ill. 9.) 



UTilNi 



Lord, t«acb ti little cbild to prny. 
Thy grace betimes impart ; 

And grant thy Holy Spirit may 
Benew my yimthf ul heart. 

ilf ay Jesus all tny sins fot^tfi, 
And wash away their stain, 

And fit my soul with him to live^ 
And in his kingdom reigti. 

To bim» let little children come^ 

For he has said they may; 
He'll le^d them to his heaVeuIy hom^ 

And wipe their tears away. 

For all who early seek his face 
Shall surely taste his love; 

Jesus shall guide them by his gfaM^ 
To dwell with him aboTd. 
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QTJESTIONS. 

Wliat other nation frequently oppressed 
the Israelites ? 

Wliat idol did they worship ? 

"Who was raised up to fight against 
them ? 

What can yon tell me of Samson's 
history? 

What was his death ? 

Where was Samuel brought up ? 

What was the name of the priest ? 

When did God call Samuel ? 

How maay times ? 

What did Samuel show in his conduct 
at that time ? ^ 

What M^ere the words Ely taught Samuel 
to say when God called him ? 

Boes God now call ^ou ? 

How does he call you ? 

What does he say to you ? 

What should your answer be to his call ? 



THE 

LAND OF THE PHILISTINES, 

(CONTINUED.) 



We had so mucli to say in our last lesson 
about little Samuel, that we almost forgot 
the Philistines, and their cotintry; so I 
must tell you more about them to-day. 
And now, you must suppose that many- 
years have passed away since all that I told 
you in the last story happened. Eli, the 
aged priest, has left this world of sorrow, 
and his happy soul is with God in heaven. 
Little Samuel has grown up to be a man ; 
he has become a judge and a prophet in 
Israel, and he is still serving, faithfully 
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and actively, that God whom he so early 
learned to love and to obey. And Shiloh 
— ah, what a change is there I The ark, 
the type of Christ^-the emblem of God's 
presence is gone ; and with it are gone the 
honour and blessedness of Israel. " The 
glory is departed from Israel, for the ark 
of God is taken/' (1 Sam. iv. 22.) 

And why is all this ? The cause is the 
same which brought all the former troubles 
upon Israel — sin. Sin in the people, and 
in the priest too; for Eli's sons did not 
grow up before him, as young Samuel did, 
in the faith, and fear, and love of God. 
No, though they were priests, and had to 
perform so many sacred offices in the 
tabernacle, yet they were wicked men in 
their hearts, and in their conduct too ; and 
Eli, though he served God himself, did not 
restrain his sons as he should have done. 
And therefore God was angry; and he 
declared that Eli's wicked sons should be 
punished in a very awful way-that in 
one day they should both of them die. 
Part of this message had been given to 
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Samuel in that night when God spoke to 
him for the first time, and Samuel told it 
faithfcdly to Eli. And this dreadfdl threat 
was all accomplished. The Philistines came 
again to fight against Israel ; '* and when 
they joined battle, Israel was smitten before 
the Philistines ; and they slew of the army 
in the field about four thousand men.'' 
(1 Sam. iv. 2.) 

God was thus showing his displeasure ; 
he had turned away from his rebellious 
people, and would not help them. Then 
the Israelites said, ""Wherefore hath the 
Lord smittenus to-day before the Philistines ? 
Let us fetch the ark of the coYBnant of the 
Lord out of Shiloh unto us, that when it 
Cometh among us, it may save us out of the 
hand of our enemies." So the ark was 

• 

brought ; and EH's two sons, Hophni and 
Phineas, came with it. But the ark itself 
could do them no good, if fie whom it 
represented had departed from them. ' ' The 
Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, 
and they fied every man into his tent; and 
there was a very great slaughter, for there 
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fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen. And 
the ark of God was taken; and the two 
sons of Eliy Hophni and Phineas, were 
alain." 

The news was brought to old Eli as he 
sat by the gate. A messenger came, and 
told him all that had happened to Israel, 
and to his two sons, and to the ark ; ** and 
when he made mention of the ark of God^ 
he fell from off the seat backward, by the 
side of the gate, and his neck brake, and 
he died." 

The ark was taken away to the land 
of the Philistines, and placed in the temple 
of their god, Dagon, in Ashdod. But God 
made Dagon fall down before it, to show 
his own power, and the weakness of the 
idol; and then the ark was taken about 
from one city of the Philistines to another ; 
from Ashdod to Gath, and from Gath to 
Ekron. But, wherever it went, a plague 
from God went with it ; and so, at last, the 
Philistines determined to send it back to 
its own land. They placed it in a cart, 
drawn by two kine, and these kine, guidc4 
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by God himself, took the right way back 
to the land of Israel, and did not stop 
until they came to Bethshemesh, in the 
tribe of Jndah. It was afterwards re- 
moved from Beth-shemesh, and taken to 
Kirjath-jearim, another city of Judah, 
where it remained twenty years. You 
will find the reason why the ark was taken 
from Beth-shemesh, if you read 1 Samuel 
vi. While at Kirjath-jearim, it was kept 
by Eleazar^ in the house of his father, 
Abinadab. 

These twenty years were years of great 
sorrow to Israel. It was sad to be without 
the visible emblem of God's presence among 
them — I mean the ark ; and sad, too, to 
feel that their own sin had deprived them 
of it. But God did not leave them quite 
without instruction and without comfort. 
Samuel was still with them ; and now, in 
their time of sorrow, he was ready to 
advise them, and to tell them what to do. 
The Plulistines were again preparing to 
fight against them, and Samuel Imew that 
there was only one way of gaining the 
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victory orer them ; if ilie leraelites wished 
to be safe and happy again, they must 
seek pardon and help from God. So 
Samuel said, ''If ye do return unto the 
Lord with all your hearts, then put away 
the strange gods aad Ashtaroth i^om 
among you, and prepare your hearts unto 
the Lord, and serve him only ; and he wiU 
deliveryououtofthe hand ofthe Philistines." 
(1 Sam. vii 3.) 

So all the people came together; they 
first put away their idols, and then they 
assembled at Mizpeh, and Samuel offered 
up a sacrifice, and prayed for them to the 
Lord. And that gracious God, who had 
taken such care of them in times past, 
was ready to help them still. And when 
the Philistines drew near to battle, he sent 
thunder from heaven upon them, and they 
were smitten before Israel. Then Samuel 
took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and 
Shen, and called the name of it Eben-ezer, 
saying, "Hitherto hath the Lord helped 
us." So the Philistines were subdued, and 
they came no more into the coast of Israel 
aU the days of Samuel. 
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Now, do you know ike meaning of the 
name which Samuel gave to that stone? 
It means, the stone of help. The Israel- 
ites used often to set up stones in remem- 
brance of any great event, and to call them 
by particular names ; you can recollect one 
instance, at least, of this. Moses, you 
know, after he had defeated Amalek at 
Bephidim, built an altar of stones, and 
called it Jehovah-l^issi — ^the Lord my Ban- 
ner. It was right, when God showed them 
any particular mercy, for them to feel par- 
ticular gratitude for it ; and as they knew 
how apt they were to forget God's mercy, 
they set up these memorials to help them 
to keep it in mind. And here is a lesson 
for us. There is not one person Hving, 
whether old or young as you are, who has 
not many mercies to remember. But some 
of these mercies are so common, that instead 
of being grateful to God for making them 
common, we hardly notice them at all. And 
yet, if they should be taken away fi:x)m ub 
only for one day, how we should miss them I 
I'ood, and clothing, and fire, to waim us, 
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imd air, and sunshine, and all those things 
which make ns happy and comfortable day 
by day, and health to enjoy them too — 
these we call cammtm mercies, because they 
come so often. But then, besides these, 
there are what we may call particular 
mercies — great deliverances, which happen, 
perhaps, only once or twice in our whole 
lives. Suppose we are saved from some 
very great danger, from a dreadfrd acci* 
dent, or from a dangerous illness, which 
might soon have taken away our lives — 
this is a. particular, an uncommon, an un- 
expected mercy; and we should in apar* 
Ocular manner, thank God for it* 

Now, cannot even you remember some- 
thing of this kind ? Have you never been 
exposed to some great danger, and de* 
livered fit)m it? There are few children 
as old as you are, who have not. And, 
though you yourselves may not be able to 
remember it, those around you have not 
forgotten all the care and anxiety they have 
felt on your account — ^how they have 
watched over you when you were ill, and 
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trembled for you when you were in danger, 
and rejoiced over you wlien you were 
restored to them alive, and safe, and well. 
Yes, dear children, your bodies might now 
have been lying dead and motionless in 
those little graves in the churchyard, of 
which I was one day telling you ; or you 
might have been sickly children, lying 
upon your beds, full of pain. But, instead 
of this, you are alive and well — full of 
health, and spirits, and joy-^without pain, 
or want, or distress of any kind. Oh, what 
thankful children you should be I Should 
you not feel as Samuel and the Israelites 
did when they set up the stone, and said, 
** Hitherto hath the Lord helped us ?*' 
And what can you do to show your 
gratitude ? What Eben-ezer can you raise ? 
"What can you give to God to tell him how 
thankful you feel for such mercies ? GK)d 
asks only one thing of you, and that is 
your hearts ; he says to each of you, " Give 
me thy heart." That means your love, your 
affections ; and if you give those to God, a 
great deal more will foUow. You will wish 
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to give your health, your powers of body 
and mind, all you have, and all you are, to 
his service, and for his glory. And all these 
things together would be little indeed to 
give to him who first gave them to you, and 
who has done much more for you than you 
can remember, or yet fiilly understand. He 
has given you, not only these mercies we 
have just been talking about, but a greater 
gift still — ^he has given his own Son to die 
for you, to redeem you with his precious 
blood. " Ye are not yom: own, ye are bought 
with a price ; therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God's." 
(1 Cor. vi. 19, 20.) 



HYMN. 



Almighty King, whose wondrous hand 
Supports the weight of sea and land ; 
Whose grace is such a boundless store, 
ISo heart shall break that sighs for mure; 

Thy proTidence supplies my food. 
And tis thy blessing makes it good; 
My soul is nourish^ by thy word ; 
Let soul and body praise the Lord. 
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Mj streams of outward comfort came 
From bim who built this earthly frame; 
What e'er I want his bounty gives, 
By whom my soul for oyer lives. 



QUESTIOI^S. 

Wliat was the character of Eli's sons ? 
What message was sent to Eli by God 

respecting them ? 

By whom were the Israelites defeated ? 

"What happened in that battle ? 

What was the end of EU ? 

Where was the ark taken ? 

What became of it afterwards ? 

Why did the Philistines send it back ? 

How did Samuel exhort the people of 
Israel ? 

How were they delivered from the 
Philistines ? 

How did they commemorate this deliver- 
ance? 

What is the meaning of Eben-ezer ? 

What lesson should be learnt from this 
story ? 

!Repeat a text which tells us tchi/ and how 
we are to glorify God ? 



MOUNT ZION. 



Sahuei. was now an old man. The Israel- 
ites, wlio had been governed for many years 
by judges, wished for a change of rulers, 
and they asked Samuel to give them a king. 
Now this was not right. God himself was 
their King. He appointed their laws ; he 
led their armies to battle ; he gave them 
victory, and took care of them at all times ; 
and therefore it was rebellion against Him 
to desire this change. God was angry with 
their discontent, and their pride, and their 
ingratitude ; yet still he gave them their 
wish, and directed Samuel to anoint Saul, 
a man of the tribe of Benjamin, to be the 
first king of Israel. The account of this 
you may read in 1 Sam. viii. — ^x. 

Saul at first reigned well ; but he was 
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not really a holy man. He was very differ- 
ent from Moses, and Joshua, and Samuel, 
and others, who had led and ruled the 
Israelites in past times ; he did not live in. 
the faith and fear of God, as they had done, 
and therefore he could not have God's favour 
and blessing, which had made them so 
successful and so happy. Saul forsook 
God, and then God forsook him, and took 
away the kingdom from his family and 
gave it to another and better man. This 
man was David, of whom you have very 
often heard. He is called in Scripture, 
" the man after God's own heart," because, 
unlike Saul, he sought, in everything he 
did, to please God, and asked his grace to 
enable him to do so. David is also called 
" the sweet singer of Israel," because, he 
wrote so many of those beautiful songs of 
praise, which we now call the " Psahns of 
David." He was anointed by Samuel, a 
little time before the death of that holy 
man, but he did not become king at once. 
Saul reigned during his life; and then, 
when he was dead, David succeeded to the 
throne. 
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Saul knew, for many years before his 
death, that God had appointed David to be 
king after him, and this made him feel 
angry and jealous, so that he hated David, 
and made many attempts to kill him. God 
preserved his chosen servant from the hand 
of Saul ; but David was obliged to live in 
exile during a great part of Saul's rei^n, 
and often to take refuge in caves, among 
the rocky hiUs of Judah, to hide himself 
from his cruel enemy. 

Saul's death was a very awftil one. He 
was defeated in battle by the Philistines, 
and ended his life by falling on his own 
sword. So Saul died, and then David be. 
came king, first of a part, and afterwards 
of all the country ; for there was a long 
war between his Mends and those of Saul's 
family before he was quite settled in his 
kingdom. 

David's was a long reign, but I am not 
going to tell you all the different events 
which happened in it. These, as well as 
his early history, you must read for your- 
selves in the books of Samuel and 1 Chroni- 
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cles. I shall 0BI7 mention a few tilings 
which king David did, and explain some 
particnlarB about him, which, perhaps, you 
will not 00 easily imderstand sdone^ 

A great part of David's reign was sp^it in 
fighting against his enemies, and subduuig 
them. These enemies yon have heard of 
already, for they had often oppressed Israel 
in former days* They were the Philistines, 
the Moabites, the Ammonites, and others 
besides. But these were at last subdued ; 
and when David died, he left a peaceful 
kingdom to Solomon his son and successor. 
Another very important thing David did, 
was to bring back the aric, and to place it 
in the city of Jerusalem. The day in which 
this was done was a joyfal one for David, 
and for all his people, and he wrote a beauti- 
ful psalm in remembrance of it* This was 
the twenty-fourth Psalm. It was sung by 
the priests and Levites when the ark was 
brought into the city, and the gates were 
opened to receive it. " Lift up your heads, 
oh ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlast- 
ing doors, and the King of glory shall come 
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in. Wlio is this King of glory ? The 
Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty 
in battle. Lift np your heads, oh ye gates, 
even lift them up ye eyerlastiiig doors, and 
the King of glory shall come in* Who is 
this Xing of glory ? The Lord of hosts, 
he is the King of glory." (Psa. xxiv. 7 — 
10.) You know tiiat the ark was a type of 

Christ, who is indeed the King of glory. 
Love to him was the cause of the holy joy 
of David, and of the priests and people, 
when it was brought back into the city of 
Jerusalem. 

But why was it brought to Jerusalem, 
and not to Sluloh ? Shiloh, as I told you, 
was not at this time what it once had been. 
It was a forsaken and desolate place. Jeru^ 
salem had become the chief city in Caaaan« 
David himself had conquered it from, the 
Jebusites, who possessed it before, and built 
his house there ', and so it was made the 
royal city. David wished to have the ark 
in the plaice where he dwelt, as it was now 
the most important place in all the land« 
The ark still remained within the curtains 
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of the tabernacle ; and David desired very 
much to bmld for it a beautiM temple, 
and to dedicate that temple to the service 
of God, But God, who appoints the work 
of each of his servants, did not permit 
David to do this. His work was the con- 
quest of his enemies, and the establishing 
of his kingdom ; and, therefore, God said 
that Solomon, David's son, should build 
the temple in his peaceful and quiet reign. 
So David prepared all the materials, the 
wood, and the stones, and the gold, and the 
silver, and the brass, and the iron ; and he 
charged his son Solomon to buUd it, accord- 
ing to the win of Grod. In another lesson 
I shaU. have more to tell you about Solomon 
and the temple. But you will like first to 
know a little about the city of Jerusalem, 
of which we shall now speak so frequently. 

This beautiftd city was situated upon 
hills. There is a verse in one of the 
Psalms which tells us this — "As the 
mountains are roimd about Jerusalem, so 
the Lord is round about his people from 
henceforth even for ever." (Psa. cxxv. 2.) 



Houirr zio3r, 59 

One of these moTintains was "Koriah, wliere 

the temple afterwards stood. Another was 

Zion, which was the strong-hold David 

took from the Jebusites, and where he 

afterwards lived. This part of Jerusalem 

was called the city of David : and the 

whole city is sometimes called Zion, because 

that was the piincipal place in it. We read 

very often of Mount Zion^ and of its strength 

and security. " BeautiM for situation, the 

joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion, on 

the sides of the north, the city of the great 

King. Walk about Zion, and go round 

about her ; tell the towers thereof." (Psa. 

xlviii. 2, 12.) " They that trast in the 

Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot 

be removed, but abideth for ever." (Psa. 

cxxv. 1.) 

But I was to tell you something more 
respecting David. I have not lately said 
anything to you about types and emblems ; 
but there are some in our lesson to-day 
which we must not pass over. David was 
a very remarkable type of Christ ; and, I 
think, if you will attend to me for a few 
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minutes longer, you will be able to under- 
stand in what respects he was so. And 
first, I must tell you what the name David 
signifies. It means " the beloved one." 
David was indeed beloved of God. He 
was, as I said before, ''the man after 
God's own hearts" God had chosen him to 
be king, preserved him in dangers, made a 
covenant with him, and promised never to 
forsake him $ so that David might well be 
called the beloved of God* But there is 
one much greater and mightier than David, 
who is called the beloved* Who is this ? 
The Lord Jesus Christ. God the Pather 
says of him, " Behold my servant whom 
I uphold, mine elect, in whom my soul 
delighteth." (Isa. xlii. 1.) And in the 
Kew Testament, we read more than once 
that it was declared from heaven, '' This is 
my beloved Son." David, then, was a 
type of Christ in his name. He was a type 
of him, too, in his a^ce. You know what 
this means. The particular work, and 
business, and duty, to which a person is 
appointed, is called his office. Aaron, you 
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remember, typified Christ in lis office of 
High Priest. David typified him in his 
office of Xing. David was a great and 
powerful king, and so in that respect he 
was a type of Jesus, who is *< King of kings,' 
and Lord of lords." (Kev. xix. 16.) Christ, 
too, is often called the King of Israel, and 
the King of Zion. In the second Psalm, 
where the Pather speaks of Christ, he says, 
" I have set my king upon my holy hill of 
Zion." (Psa. iii. 6.) David, too, was a 
conquering king. A large portion of his 
reign was spent in fighting and conquests. 
And so Christ, the King of kings, will one 
day subdue all his enemies. *^ He must 
reign till he has put aU. enemies under his 
feet. (1 Cor. xv. 25.) When he comes 
again, hb will come as a great Conqueror. 
** Out of his month goeth a sharp sword, 
that with it he should smite the nations, 
and he shall rule them with a rod of iron." 
(Rev. xix. 15.) 

But once more. You know that David 
founded and established his kingdom in 
Jerusalem, or Zion. I^ow, in the Bible, 
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God's clmrch, or people, both in earth, and 
heaven, are called by these names. St. 
Paul says, " Ye are come unto Mount Zion, 
and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem." (Heb. xii. 22.) He 
is there speaking to Christians, to the 
people of Christ, and telling them of all 
their blessings and privileges. These bless- 
ings and privileges are often compared to 
those which the Israelites of old enjoyed in 
Jerusalem. That was indeed a favoured 
and a happy city. It had in it the ark, 
and the service of God, and his appointed 
priests and ministers, and his worshipping 
people; and David the king was in the 
midst of them, ruling over them, protecting 
them, fighting for them, and subduing their 
enemies and his own. And so the real 
people of God now are enjoying blessings 
still greater than these. They have the 
blessings of the gospel ; they have God's 
appointed ministers to instruct them ; his 
word to guide and direct them ; his Spirit 
to teach and comfort them; and Christ 
himself, the Beloved One, the true David, 
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is their King and Euler. He fights for 
them against the enemies of their souls, so 
that they are "more than conquerors" 
through him who loyes them. And the 
time will come when all these enemies will 
he suhdued; and then, in the JELeavenly 
Zion, the New Jerusalem, there will be no 
more fighting, but only peace and joy for 
ever. David founded the earthly Zion; 
Christ himself founded the spiritual Zion 
«^his church here on earth, and his church 
above in heaven. It is founded on the 
" Eock of Ages ;" and, therefore, it is so 
firm that nothing can shake it; it will 
stand fast forever. 

Dear children, do you belong to this 
Zion ? You do by name and by profession ; 
but this is not enough. You must belong 
to Zion in spirit, as well as in name and 
profession, or you wiU not share the bless- 
ings of faithful citizens and subjects here- 
after. David had some rebellious subjects 
in his kingdom, and he commanded that 
they should be treated, not like his own 
people, but like enemies. And so, Christ 
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will not admit into his presence hereafter 
any who hare not been faithful and obe- 
dient to him, even though they may frofess 
to dwell in his kingdom. This is an awM 
thought. Pray that you may now be made 
obedient subjects to Christ, and that he may 
reign in your hearts ; then you will indeed 
be citizens of the true Zion, and be one day 
admitted into that bright city, the Heavenly 
Jerusalem^ of which we read that it has 
** no need of tho sun, neither of the moon 
to shine in it; for the glory of God doth 
lighten it, and the Lamb is thelightthereof.'* 
(Rev xxi, 23.) 



HYMN. 



Glorious tbings of thee are spoken, 

ZioD, city of OUT God; 
He whose word cannot be broken. 

Formed thee for his own abode. 
On the Hock of Ages founded, 

■ What can shake thy sure repose ? 
"With sal vu. ion's walls surrounded, 

Thou may St smile at all thy foes. 
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See, the streams of living waters. 

Springing from eternal love, 
"Well supply thy sons and daughters, 

And dl fear of want remove. 
"Who can faint while such a river 

Ever flows their thirst t'assuajxe ? 
Grace which, like the Lord the Giver, 

Never ftdls from age to age. 

Saviour, if in Zion's city 

Thou record my humble namo, 
Let the world deride or pity, 

I may well endure the shame. 
Fading is the sinner's pleasure, 

All his boasted pomp and show; 
Solid joys and lasting treasure, 

None but Zion's children know. 



QUESTIONS. 

What did the Israelites ask of Samuel ? 
Why was this displeasing to God ? 
Who was the first king of Israel ? 
What was his character, and his end ? 
Who succeeded him ? 
What is David called in Scripture ? 
How was David occupied the greater 
part of his reign ? 

SCO E 
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How did lie show his love for the service 
of God ? 

What was now the chief city of Canaan ? 

What is it often called ? 

Of whom was David a type ? 

In what respects ? 

What does the name David signify ? 

Eex)eat some texts which speak of Christ 
as a King? 

Of what was Jerusalem or Zion typical ? 

What is the character of those who be- 
long to the spiritual or heavenly Zion ? 

Eepeat a text which describes the gloiy 
of the heavenly Jerusalem. 
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Befobe the death of David^ he made his son 
Solomon king. Solomon's reign was very- 
different from his father's, for almost all of 
it was quiet and peaceful. At the begin- 
ning, indeed, some very wicked men, who 
were enemies to Solomon and to his king, 
dom, were put to death ; but afterwards, 
till near the close of his reign, all his own 
people obeyed him, and the nations around 
submitted to his authority. Israel was in 
a very prosperous state during this reign. 
"We are told, " Israel and Judah were many, 
as the sand which is by the sea in multi- 
tude ; and dwelt every man under his vine, 
and under his fig-tree, from Dan even to 
Beersheba, all the days of Solomon." 
(1 Kings iv. 20, 25.) 

67 
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Solomon was famous for his wisdom; 
this wisdom was given him by God himself, 
in answer to Solomon's prayer. God 
" appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, 
and said, * Ask what I shall give thee.' 
And Solomon said, * Give thy servant an 
understanding heart/ " (1 Zings iii. 5, 9.) 
God was pleased with Solomon's choice, 
and gave him wisdom, greater than that 
of any man who ever lived. It was so 
great, that his fame spread to distant na> 
tions, and people came from all parts of tlie 
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon. 

The greatest act in Solomon's reign was 
the building of the temple. You remember, 
God had appointed Solomon for this work; 
David had charged him to perform it, and 
had BuppUed him with the materials — with 
gold, and silver,u.and precious stones, in 
abundance. Solomon himself was ready 
and willing to undertake this great work, 
and the foundation of the temple was laid 
in the fourth year of his reign ; but it was 
seven years in building. The temple was 
built upon Mount Moriah. 
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This mountain is to be remembered also, 
for two very remarkable events which 
happened npon it. One of these took place 
many bnndred years before the building of 
Solomon's temple ; the other, many hundred 
years after* But I will mention them both 
here; in order that> when you look at the 
map of Jerusalem, and think of the temple 
built on Mount Moriah, you may, at the 
same time, remember the two other events 
which happened upon that very moimtain. 
The ^let was the offering of Isaac ; I need 
hardly remind you of the beautifol story 
we read in Genesis zxii., because I hope 
you already know it perfectly. But look 
at the second verse of that chapter, and 
there you will read that it was to the land 
of Moriah God sent Abraham, and that 
Isaac was to be offered upon a mountain 
there. This mountain was the same as 
that on which the temple was afterwards 
built. The offering of Isaac by his father 
Abraham, was typical of the offering of 
Christ; and so, also, was the sacrifice of 
the ram, which, you remember, Abraham 
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offered instead of his son, when the Lord 
called to him, and saidi '* Lay not thine 
hand npon the lad.'' And it was on that 
very mount, too, that, almost a thousand 
years after, He whom Isaac typified, was 
really offered. It was there that the Lord 
Jesua Christ was crucified. This is the 
other event for yoli to remember when you 
think of Mount Moriah. And as Isaac 
carried the wood for the bumt-offering, and 
was afberwards bound, and laid upon the 
altar — so Jesus carried the cross on which 
he was to suffer, to that same spot i and 
there he was nailed upon it, to bleed, and to 
die. Isaac, you know, did not actually die. 
He was taken from the altar, and the ram was 
sacrificed upon it instead ; and so that ram 
represented Jesus, who suffered, and bled, 
and died, instead of us sinners who were 
in danger of everlasting death, l^y then, 
dear children, to remember both these 
events in connection with Mount Moriah. 

But we must now go back to the temple. 
It was a very beautiful building. Inside 
it was divided like the tabernacle, into the 
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Holy Place, and the Holy of Holies ; but 
in addition to these, there -were different 
courts where the people assembled for 
worship, and chambers which were used 
for various purposes of the temple service. 
The sacred vessels were the same as those 
in the tabernacle, only they were larger 
and more in number ; so that the tem- 
ple was altogether a much more magnifi- 
cent building than the tabernacle had been. 
And it was not a tent as that was, to be 
taken down and set up again, but a firm, 
durable building, to last for years. It was 
made of stones, squared, and fitted one into 
another, and all these were prepared before- 
hand, so that there was no noise of cutting 
and hewing stone during the building of 
the temple. The inside was of fir and 
cedar wood, oyerlaid with gold ; the trees 
for the temple were the gift of Hiram, king 
of Tyre, a famous city, which you find on 
the north-eastern coast of Canaan. Hiram 
had been a Mend to David, and he wished 
to show kindness also to his son ; and when 
Solomon wrote to him, and asked his help, 
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niram promised to giro him as many 
cedar and fir trees as lie wanted for the 
braiding of the temple. They grew in the 
forest of Lebanon, which waJ3 in Hiram's 
kingdom. There they were cut down, and 
floated along the coast as far as Joppa; and 
then Solomon sent his servants to convey 
them to Jerusalem. Cedar trees are still to 
be seen growing in Lebanon, but there are 
now only a very few, not an abundance as 
in Hiram's time. Some of them are sup- 
posed to be many hundred years old. 

The climate of Lebanon is £nesh and 
cold, and in winter the mountains are 
covered with snow ; this snow melts in the 
summer, and the water flows into the river 
Jordan, and swells it so much, that it over«- 
flows its banks in the time of harvest. 
You remember this was the case when the 
Israelites crossed it ; and God wrought a 
miracle for them, and made the waters 
divide, and stand on a heap, till his people 
had passed over. 

When the temple was finished, Solomoa 
assembled all the people ; and then it was 
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solemnly dedicated, or given up to the ser- 
vice of God. Solomon offered a very beau- 
tifuL prayer at the dedication of the temploi. 
which you may read in 1 Kings viii. And 
God heard that prayer, and promised always 
to attend to the supplications of his people 
in his house, as long as they were faithful 
to him and to his service. 

I told you that many people came from 
distant lands to hear the wisdom of Solomon* 
Among these, was the queen of Sheba; 
you will read the account of her visit in 
1 Kings X. This queen came from a country 
a long way from Jerusalem to see and to 
hear Solomon. She had heard at home the 
report of his greatness and of his wisdom, 
but she was not satisfied with merely hear- 
ing the report; she determined to go and 
see for herself. It was a long and trouble- 
some journey ; for, in those times, travelling 
was not easy and rapid as it is now. But 
tiie queen of Sheba never repented that she 
took that journey ; for she found in Jeru- 
Balem and in Solomon more than enough 
to repay her for all her trouble on the road. 
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And instead of being disappointed with 
what she saw^ she told Solomon that it was 
even more than she expected ; for that the 
half had not been told her. Bo you remem- 
ber what our Lord said to the Jews about 
the queen of Sheba ? " The queen of the 
south shall rise up in judgment with this 
generation; and shall condemn it, for she 
came firom the uttermost parts of the earth 
to hear the wisdom of Solomon ; and, be- 
hold, a greater than Solomon is here." 
(Matt. xii. 42.) She will condemn those 
imbelieying people, because she took much 
trouble, and went a long way to hear 
Solomon ; while the Jews, who had Christ 
himself in their own land, and in their 
own city, ever ready to instruct them, did 
not care to come to him, and despised his 
wisdom, and woidd not attend to his teach- 
ing, nor listen to the gracious words which 
he spoke. 

It is almost time to end our lesson ; but, 
before we do so, I must tell you a little 
more about Solomon, and show you that he, 
as well as David, was a type of Christ. 
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One thing in which you rememher David 
typified Jesus, was in his name; so also 
did Solomon. That name signified Peace- 
ful« Now, do you not think that this is a 
name which belongs to Christ ? He is the 
giver of peace to us — ^he made peace for us ; 
in his words, and actions, and character, he 
was peaceftil — ^and he is called in the Bible, 
"the Prince of peace." (Isa. ix. 6.) And 
then, Solomon typified Christ in his wis- 
dom. You have heard how wise he was ; 
but his wisdom was nothing when compared 
to Christ's. Christ is called Wisdom ; it is 
one of his names — Christ the Wisdom of 
God." (1 Cor. i. 24.) And, as Solomon 
made known his wisdom to all those who 
came to him, so Jesus will give wisdom to 
us, if we ask it of him — ^holy, heavenly 
wisdom. He can make us "wise unto 
salvation;" he "of God is made unto us 
wisdom." (1 Cor. i. 30.) Solomon, too, 
was a type of Christ in his office of King. 
So was David; but David represented 
Christ as a conquering king, fighting and 
subduing his enemies. Solomon repre- 
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Bented him as a peaceful king^ rdgning 
over obedient people, when all his enemies 
have been made subject to him. In PBalm. 
Ixxii., -we £bid a great deal about this 
peaceful reign. That Psalm is called, " A 
Psalm for Solomon ;" but if you read it, 
you wiU see that it speaks also of one 
greater than Solomon — of that Peaceful 
One whom he typified. Solomon was a 
great king, and had many obedient subjects, 
and his reign was long and prosperous ; but 
it came to an end at last, and the latter 
part of it was not so glorious as the 
beginning, as you will find by reading his 
history. But it wiU not be so with Christ 
and his reign. *' Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no 
end.'' \la&, is. 7.) His kingdom will be 
an everlasting one. *' In his days shall the 
righteous flourish, and abundance of peace 
so long as the moon endureth. His name 
shall endure for ever; his name shall be 
continued as long as the sxm, and men shall 
be blessed in him, all nations shall call 
him blessed." (Psa. Ixxii. 7, 17.) And 
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Isaiali also foretells this peaceful kingdom^ 
when he says, " They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all my holy mountain ; for the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lordy as the waters cover the sea. (Isa. 
xi. 9.) 

And who will those be who will enjoy 
all this peace and happiness ? I^ot those 
who rebel against Jesus now, and will not 
obey his word ; but those in whose hearts 
he reigns, and who are his willing and 
faithful subjects. Dear children, if you 
wish to share the glory of Chrisf s kingdom 
hereafter, you must know something of the 
peace of that kingdom now ; you must, 
through Jesus, be at peace with God ; you 
must have in your hearts that peace which 
Jesus promised to his disciples, when he 
said, " Peace I leave with you, my peace 
I give unto you." (John xiv. 27.) That 
peace which his people enjoy when their 
sins are pardoned, and their hearts are made 
holy, and their souls are saved — ^peace of 
which the people of this world know 
nothing. And you must have the spirit of 
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love and peace in yonr hearts also, or you 
will not be fit for a kingdom where there 
wiU be no angry feelings, no nnkind tempers, 
no hasty words. Pray God to give you this 
spirit of love-— love to God, and love to 
your fellow-creatures. Remember what 
Paul said to those to whom he wrote, " Be 
of one mind, live in peace : and the God 
of love and peace shall bo with you.** 
(2 Cor. xiii. 11.) 



HYMN. 



Jesus shall reign wbere'er the sun 
Doth his successive journeys run, 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore. 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

To him shall endless prayer he made. 
And princes throng to crown his head; 
His name, like incense, shall arise 
With every morning sacrifice. 

People and realms of every tongue 
Dwell on his love with sweetest song ; 
And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early hlessings on his name. 
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Blessing abound where'er he reiffM, 
The pris'ner leaps to loose his cbaiDS ; 
The weary find eternal rest. 
And all the sons of want are bless'd. 

Let erery creature rise and brings 
Peculiar honours to our King; 
Angels descend with songs again, 
And earth repeat tilieloud Amen. 



QUESTIONS. . 

What was tlie great difference between 
David's reign and Solomon's ? 

What is said of Israel and Jndah during 
Solomon's reign ? 

For what was Solomon so much cele- 
brated ? 

What was the greatest act of his reign ? 

Where was the temple bnilt ? 

Tell me two remarkable events whic^i 
happened on that monnt ? 

Of what was the temple biult ? 

How were the cedar and fir trees pro- 
cured? 
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In what way was the temple dedicated 
to God? 

Who came to hear Solomon's wisdom ? 

"What lesson may we learn from her 2 

Of whom was Solomon a type ? 

In what respects was Solomon a type of 
Christ? 

In what parts of the Bible do we read of 
the peaceful kingdom of Christ? 

What spirit must you have now, if you 
hope to enjoy the blessings of that kingdom 
hereafter ? 

Eepeat the words of Christ to his disci- 
ples, when he gave them the blessing of 
peace. 
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TTe must pass over several years in the 
history of Canaan and the people of Israel. 
During those years Solomon's reign ended, 
and a great change took place in the king- 
dom. I told you that the latter part of 
Solomon's reign was less glorious than the 
former part of it ,* — why was this ? It was 
because Solomon, in his old age, was 
tempted to forsake Grod, and to worship 

the idols of the heathen nations around. 

fe 

Was it not strange that a wise man, like 

Solomon, should fall into so foolish a sin as 

idolatry? Ye^; but this just shows us 

what man's heart is by nature ; the heart, 

300 " !• 81 
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I mean, of eveiy one of ns. We are all by 
nature foolish, as well as wicked. And 
though some people may be wise and 
learned in the knowledge of this world, 
yet, unless God himself teach them, they 
cannot become wise in eternal and heavenly 
things'-^* ' wise ujito salvation." And even 
after people have been taught, by the Holy 
Spirit, to love mi serve God, as Solomon 
had been, if they foi^et to watch and pray, 
they will suyely fall again into sin and 
folly. So it was with Solomon. He for- 
sook God for a time, and then Gx)d left 
him to himself, and he fell into these 
grievous and foolish sins. This was sad, 
indeed, after his long and happy reign; 
but before his death, we cannot doubt that 
Solomon repented, and that he sought and 
obtained pardon, and had God's blessing 
and favour again. But pimishment fol- 
lowed his sin. It waj9 the transgression of 
Solomon, and of his people too, which 
caused the change which took place in the 
kingdom after his death. God said he 
would take away ten tribes of the kingdom. 
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ef Israel fpoin Behoboam, Solomon's son, 
and give them to another man. This man 
was named Jeroboam. He was the first 
king of Israel ; that is, of the ten tribes, 
apart from the two tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin. The kings of Judah were all 
children or descendants of David, according 
to God's promise ; but the kings of Israel 
were taken from many different families; 
and wicked men rery often got possession 
of the crown by murder and bloodshed. 
All the kings of Israel were wicked ; they 
forsook the true Gt)d, and worshipped 
idols. But, though many of the kings of 
Judah also were wicked, there were some 
among them who followed the example of 
David and Solomon, and had God's favour 
and blessing. 

It was during the reigns of these kings 
of Israel and Judah, that most of the 
prophets lived whose writings we have in 
the Bible. Some of Ihese prophesied in 
Israel, others in Judah. They were sent 
by Grod to reprove the people for their sins, 
and to warn them of God's anger; or to 
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comfort them in soirow, and to encourage 
them in difficulty and danger. But there 
were other prophets who did this besides 
those whose names you read at the head, of 
the books in the Bible, called the prophetical 
books. One of these prophefs was Elijah; 
he lived in the reign of Ahab, who was, 
perhaps, the most wicked of aU the kings 
of Israel. I shall have a good deal to tell 
you of the prophet Elijah. 

And now we must leave Jerusalem, 
where our last stories have taken us, for 
another part of the laud of Canaan; not a 
city, nor a town, nor even a village ; but a 
solitary spot beyond the river Jordan. 
There, among the trees and herbs that grew 
around, flowed a little brook called Cherith. 
And here it is that we first read about the 
prophet Elijah. God had told Sing Ahab, 
by Elijah, that there should be no dew ncr 
rain in the land for a long time ; and then 
he said to Elijah, '' Turn thee eastward and 
hide thyself by the brook Cherith that is 
before Jordan. And it shall be, Ih^t thou 
ehalt drink of the brook ; and I have couf.- 
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manded the rayens to feed thee there." 
(1 Kmgs xvii. 3, 4.) 

Elijah was a man of faith. He did not 
doubt God's word ; but obeyed roimediately, 
and went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, 
as God commanded him. Now, this showed 
trust and confidence in God. 

When first me command came, and when 
Elijah was told the way in which he should 
be fed, do you not think it must have seemed 
very strange to him ? "Were ravens ever 
before known thus to bring bread and meat 
to feed man ? Was it not quite contrary to 
their nature to do so ? And yet Elijah be- 
lieved God's word, and trusted him : and 
he did this not once only, but day after day, 
as long as he stayed at the brook Cherith. 
He had no food but what the ravens brought 
him, and no way of obtaining it : and they 
brought him only just enough for his daily 
support, no more than was necessary fop 
the time : so that he had to wait patiently 
till the next supply came. But that supply 
tiever failed; for it did not depend upon 
the ravens, but upon the promise of Him 
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who made those ravens and everything ia 

the world, and who orders everything 

according to his own will, and for the good 

of his people. 

Dear cMLdren, I wish you to leain from 

Elijah a lesson of dependence upon Grod« 

Every day you repeat in your prayers these 

words, " Give us this day oi5 daily hread.'* 

Did you ever think tchy Jesus taught us to 

ask for hread, every day ? It was to teach 

us this very thing — that we depend upon 

God for our food every day we live. Wo 

have it &om God, as Elijah had, though not 

in the same way > and if he withheld his 

providential care from us for only one day, 

we should perish of hunger. But he who 

could make the ravens feed Elijah, will not 

forget his people now, hut will provide all 

things really necessary hoth for their hodies 

and their souls. '' They that seek the Lord 

shall not want any good thing." (Psa. 

xxxiv. 10.) And so Jesus told his disciples 

to **take no thought for the morrow"—*- 

that is, not to he too anxious and uneasy 

ahout our future wants, remembering that 
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our ^'Heayenly Pather knoweth that we 
have need of all these things." (Matt. yL 
320 

But, after a iime, the brook Cherith dried 
npy ** because there had been no rain in the 
land ;" and then God again called Elijah^ 
and told him to go to Zarephath, for he ' 
had commanded a widow woknan there to 
sustain him» "Now this command seemed 
as strange as the other« How could a poor 
widowi scarcely able to provide for herself, 
do anything to help Elijah ? But it was 
God's word ; so Elijah again believed, and 
obeyed. He went to Zarephath. You will 
find this place in the map, not far from 
Tyre. It was also called Zidon. When 
he came there, he found the widow gather- 
ing sticks. He asked her for water ; and 
as she was going to fetch it, he said to her, 
*' Biing me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread 
in thine hand." Then the poor woman 
told Elijah how very great her poverty was. 
She had only a little meal in a barrel, and 
a little oil in a cruse, and she was gather- 
ing two sticks, that she might go in and 
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dress it for herself and for her son, that they 
might eat it and die. But Elijah saidy 
'* Go, and make me thereof a little cake 
first : for, thus saith the Lord, ' The 
barrel of ineal shall not waste, neither 
shall the cruse of oil fail, tiU. the Lord 
send rain upon the earth/" The poor 
woman heard Elijah's words, and belieyed 
them, and did as he told her; and she, 
and he, and her son, ate many days ; and 
the barrel of meal did not waste, and the 
cruse of oil did not fail, according to Qod*a 
word by his servant Elijah. 

Now here is another lesson for us — ^what 
is it ? What may we learn from the con- 
duct of that poor widow ? I might talk to 
you about her faith, and her obedience, 
and her trust in God ; but as we have had 
lessons upon these before, I will ask yon 
now to think only of her self-denial. Do 
you know what is meant by self-denial ? 
It is denying ourselves something that we 
value, for the benefit of others. This was 
what that poor widow did, or at least what 
she was willing to do; for when Elijah 
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first asked lier for water, and when she 

went 80 readily to fetch, it, she knew not 

what wonderful things would soon he done 

for her support and comfort. Water at 

that time was very scarce, and therefore 

very valuahle. And, no douht, she would 

have given Elijah some of her little supply 

of food also, without any pronuse of more 

being sent to her, or any assurance that the 

meal and oil would not fail. IN'ow, try to 

imitate the conduct of this good woman ; 

seek to have a self-denying spirit, as she 

had. You are never Hkely, indeed, to he 

called to practise such self-denial aa she 

was ready to show ; but every iiay you will 

find opportunities of giving up your own 

will, your own pleasure, for the good of 

others. Anid you should acquire the habit 

of doing this now ; for human nature is so 

Belfish, that if you do not learn self-denial 

early, you will become not only selfish 

children, but you may, perhaps, grow up 

selfish, and continue to be so all your lives. 

And how sad to be a selfish man, or a 

selfish woman, living only for self, doing 
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no good in the world} nothing for thb 
happiness of others, nothing for the glory 
of God! Eemember what St. Paul says 
about this : " Look not erery man on his 
own things, but every man, also, on the 
things of others." (Phil. ii. 4.) And 
remember, too, that you cannot really be 
Christians, followers of Christ, without 
knowing and practising self-denial. Christ 
said, " If any man wiU come after me, 
let ^iTn deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily, and foUqw me." (Luke ix. 23.) 

And now you must read for yourselyes 
the rest of this interesting chapter, which 
tells us the story of the death of the poor 
widow's little boy, and how Gfod raised him 
up when Elijah prayed : and then I will 
pass on to another part of the prophet's 
history. 

Look in the map for Mount Carmel ; you 
will find it on the west of Canaan ; it is a 
high rock, jutting out into the Mediterra- 
nean Sea. I am going to tell you some- 
thing that EHjah did upon that mountain. 
You remember that Ahab was king of Israel 
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at tliis time, and that lie was a very wicked 
man. God had before sent a message to 
him by Elijah^ to tell him that there woiQd 
be neither rain nor dew for a long time in 
the land of IsraeL God now sent to him 
again^ to tell him that rain would shortly 
come> and to command him to assemble all 
his prophets upon this mountain of Carmel. 
These were the prophets of Baal, the idol 
that Ahab Worshipped, and other &lse 
prophets whom his wife Jezebel honoured, 
while she persecuted the true messengers 
of God, and tried to destroy them. All 
these wicked meuj about eight hundred and 
fifty, were assembled and brought together 
to Mount Carmel; and there Elijah met 
them ; and a great many of the people of 
Israel were present also. And why did 
they all assemble? "What was Elijah to 
Bay to them ? He wished to convince the 
people of the sin and folly of the idolatry 
which the wicked prophets were teachiag 
them, and to bring them back to the service 
of the true God. He spoke very solemnly 
to them, and said, ** How long halt ye 
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"between two opinions? If the Lord be 
God, follow Him ; but if Baal, then follow 
him." (1 Kings xviii. 21.) 

Then he advised them to try for them- 
selves, and to see whether Baal or the 
Lord were the true God. The people were 
wiUing that this should be done ; so Elijah 
said " Choose a bullock for yourselves, and 
dress it first, and call on the name of your 
gods ; but put no fire under," So they did 
this, and offered their hullock, and prayed 
to Baal, saying, " Baal, hear us ;" ex- 
pecting that fire would come from Baal to 
consume the sacrifice. But there was no 
&ce, no voice, nor an^ that answered* 
Then they cried louder, and cut themselves 
with knives and lancets, hoping to make 
Baal attend to them; but still no voice 
came, and no fire. 

Then Elijah said that he would call upon, 
his God, and see whether He would be, like 
Baal, inattentive to his prayers, or whether 
he would hear, and answer, and send fire 
from Heaven to consume the sacrifice. So 
Elijah built an altar of stones^ and laid 
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iVTOod upon it; then lie killed a bullock, 
and cut it in pieces, and laid it on the 
altar. And when all was prepared, he 
4}ommanded a great quantity of water to be 
brought, and poured upon the altar, upon 
the sacrifice, and upon the wood. He did 
this, tiiat the people might be assured that 
he was not trying to deceive them by 
Bocrectly putting fire himself under the 
sacrifice. They would know that if the 
water was poured upon it, there could be 
no fire ; for what is wet will not readily 
bum. And tiiis would make God's power 
Appear still greater, in sending fire from 
Heaven at the prayer of EHjah. But how 
could Elijah find such a great quantity of 
water, when there had been no rain for 
more than three years, and when every- 
thing was dry and parched ? If you look 
again at the map, you will s^b that at 
Carmel water could be easily be obtained. 
The Mediterranean Sea was very near; 
and, bedsides thi^, the river Xishon fiowed 
just at the foot of the mountain. 

TJHien Elijah had prepared his sacrifice, 
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he prayed to God, and said, *' Lord, hear 
me, that this people may know that thou 
art the Lord God, and that thou hasi 
turned Iheir heart hack again/' And 
almost hefore the prayer was ended, the £re 
of the Lord fell, and consumed the hnmt 
sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and 
the dust, and dried up all the water that 
had heen poured upon the altar. Then the 
people were indeed convinced, and they 
cried out, ''The Lord, he is the God; the 
Lord, he is the God/' Elijah, at the com- 
mand of God, put to death those wicked 
prophets who had . so loug deceived the 
people, and led them into idolatry* *• He 
hrought them to the hrook Eishon, and 
slew them there." 

Now, we have already had two lessons 
to-day; one was a lesson of trust in God; 
the other, of self-denial* Here is a third 
-—a lesson of holy holdnes9. Do you un- 
derstand what this means? There are 
some kinds of holdness which are not holy, 
but wicked. There is holdness in sin,. 
fearlessncES of cffendiug Gcd; we are not 
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to be bold in this way, but humble, meek, 
gentle, fearfdl of doing anything to dis- 
please GK>d. But the boldness I mean is 
zeal, and courage, and earnestness in God's 
service. This was what Elijah showed. 
He was in the midst of enemies, people 
who hated him because he served the true 
Ood; and yet he did not fear to declare 
his faith, and to reprove them for their 
sins, when God sent him to do so. And 
there were times, long after the days of 
Elijah, when God's people needed as much 
courage and boldness to declare their love 
to Christ, as the good prophet did when 
he stood on Carmel surrounded by the false 
prophets, and said, "How long halt ye 
between two opinions ?" 

There have been times, even in this 
country, when people could not confess 
Christ without danger of suffering, and, 
perhaps, dying for it. We ought to be 
thankful that it is not so now. But still 
we should seek to have Elijah's spirit of 
holy boldness, and never be ashamed of 
the cause of God, and Christ, and true 
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religion. Jesus said, " Whosoever shall 
^e ashamed of me, aad of my words, of 
him shall the Son of man be ashamed 
when he cometh in the glory of his Father, 
•with the holy angels." (Mark viii. 38.) 

But there is still one lesson more for you 
to leam icom. this story — & lesson of deci- 
sum . What is decision ? It means making 
up our minds about some particular ^^ling, 
in such a way as not easily to be shaken 
afterwards. To do this in a had thing 
would be obstinacy ; but to do it in a right 
thing is what we call decision, firmness, 
perseverance. Now, what is it you should 
learn to be decided in, from this story of 
Elijah at Carmel? In religion, leam to 
make up your minds, and to decide whether 
you will follow sin or holiness ; the desires 
of your own hearts, or the will and com- 
mands of God ; the things of this world, or 
the things of heaven. You are not too 
young to decide, not too young to begin to 
serve God ; and happy, indeed, will it be 
for you if you now really, and from your 
hearts, decide, as the people of Israel did 
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in the days of Joshua, " We will serve the 
Lord." (Josh. xxiv. 21.) 



HYMN. 



jlsliamed of Jesus! can it be, 
A mortal man ashamed of thee ? 
Ashamed of thee, whom angels praise, 
Whose glories (dune through endless dajs 1 

Ashamed of Jesus ! — that dear Friend 
On whom mj hopes of Heaven depend ! 
No: when I blush, be this mj shame. 
That I no more revere his name. 

Ashamed of Jesus ! yes, I may. 
When IVe no guilt to wash away. 
No tears to wipe, no joys to crave, 
No fears to quell, no soul to save. 

Till then, nor is my boasting vain — 
Till then, I boast a Saviour slain ; 
And oh ! may this my glory be. 
That Saviour s not ashuned uf me I 
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QTJESTIOI^S. 

What do we read of the latter part of 
Solomon's reign ? 

"What should we learn £:om this ? 

What change in the kingdom took place 
after his death ? 

In whose reign did the prophet Elijah 
live? 

Where was he sent by Grod, and how 
was he sustained there ? 

What lesson may we learn jfrom Elijah 
at the Brook Cherith ? 

Where was he afterwards sent, and to 
whom? 

What may we learn from the widow of 
Zarephath ? 

Where is Mount Carmel, and what hap- 
pened there ? 

TeU me two more lessons to be learned 
from this story, and a text on each. 



SCENE ON MOUNT HOREB. 



I HATE more ix) tell you to-day, dear chil* 

dren, about EUjali. "We left him, you 

remember, on Mount Carmel, just aft;er he 

had, at Gh>d'8 command, put to death the 

false prophets of Eaal. Gt)d had told him 

that rain would soon be sent to refresh the 

dry and thirsty land, and Elijah was now 

to watch for the fulfilment of this promise. 

So he went up to the top of Carmel, and 

cast himself down upon the earth, and sent 

his servant to look toward the sea — ^the 

Mediterranean Sea, which flowed at the 

foot of Carmel. And while the servant 

went to look whether any signs of rain 

had yet appeared, Elijah sp^nt the time in 

prayer. He asked God to remember his 

promise, and to send the refreshing showers 

99 
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which were so much needed ; and to show 
the Tinbelieying king, Ahab, that he was 
indeed a Mthful, as well as a powerful, 
God. The servant soon returned, and said, 
" There is nothing." The sky was still 
bright and clear; no clouds were to be 
seen ; no signs of storm or rain. 

Had God forgotten his promise ? "Would 
he not attend to his seryant's prayer ? Elijah 
did not think this ; he felt sure that God 
would, in his own good time, send the 
rain as he had promised. 80 he said to 
the servant, " Go again seven times." And 
when that servant went the seventh time, 
and not tUl then, he saw a little cloud, no 
bigger than a man's hand, rising out of the 
sea; and he went and told his master. 
And Elijah said, " Go, teU Ahab ; prepare 
thy chariot, that the rain stop thee not." 
And in a very little time the sky grew 
black with clouds, and the heavy drops 
began to fall, and there was a great rain. 

Now, this shows us how true and faithful 
God is ; that when he makes a promise, he 
never forgets it, never fEiils to do as he has 
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said. And it teaches us, too, what we 
sliould do wlien we want any blessing 
from Gk)d, which he has promised in his 
word to give ns. "We should pray for it ; 
and if the blessing does not come directly, 
we should not be discouraged, but ask for 
it again and again — ^it will surely come at 
last. And we should wait for an answer to 
our prayers, in faith and confidence that 
the answer will be giv^i in due time. 
*^ God is not a man that he should lie, nor 
the son of man that he should repent. 
Hath he said, and shall he not do it ? or 
hath he spoken, and shall he not make it 
good?" (K'um. xxiii. 19.) 

And what are the blessings for which 
we should pray ? We may ask for temporal 
blessings (that is, blessings for this life, 
blessings for the body), as far as they may 
be right and good for us, and according to 
Gtod's win, "We are taught, as I told you 
last time, to pray for " our daily bread,"— 
eyerything needful for us, and no more. 
And so we may ask, as Elijah did, for the 
rain to refresh and water the earth, and for 
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the sunshirie to warm it, and for firuitfiil 
seasons; for all these things come from 
God, and we may depend upon him for 
them. But there aite far higher and bettet 
blessings than all these for which we should 
pray ; I mean spiritual blessings, blessings 
for the soul and for eternity. When we 
pray, we should remember that our souls 
are, by nature^ just like the dry, parched 
ground, when Elijah asked God to send the 
rain. They are dry, and hard, and barren, 
and trnfruitfiil. l^ow< the Holy Spirit is 
often compared in the Bible to rain and 
dew ; we read these beautiful promises of 
God : — " I will pour water upon him that 
is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground. 
I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and 
my blessing upon thine offspring ; and they 
shall spring up as among the grass, as wil- 
lows by the water-courses." (Isa. xliv. 
3, 4.) ** The Lord shall satisfy thy soul in 
drought, and thou shalt be like a watered 
garden, and like a spring of water, whoso 
waters fail not." (Isa. Iviii. 11.) And so 
we should ask God to fiilfil these promises 
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to U8 — to make our hearts soft by the 
iii£iience of his Holy Spirit, that they may 
be fitted to receive the seed of his holy 
•^ord ; and to water that seed contimially, 
liiat it may spring up, and bear fruit to 
the praise and glory of Godk 

And now, let tte follow Elijah in a long 
journey which he took from Mount Carmel 
to Beersheba in the land of Judah. Why 
did he go there ? Jezebel, Ahab's wicked 
queen, had heard what had been done to 
the false prophets ; and she was very angry 
with Elijah, and sent a message to him, 
threatening to put him to deaths So he 
fled for his life, and went a day's journey 
into the wilderness^ and sat down under a 
tree, and requested for himself that he 
might die. He said, " l^ow, Lord, take 
away my life, for I am not better than my 
fathers." (1 Kings xix. 4.) Was this a 
right prayer ? "No ; this request of Elijah 
is not one which we ought to make to 
Grod. When we are in pain, and suffering, 
and trouble, and sorrow, we should pray 
for patience to bear them, and for grace to 
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pro£t by them ; but not for death to take 
us away from them before God's appointed 
time. Besides, we should remember that 
these things come &om Grod, as weU as our 
blessings ; and though they are not plea- 
sant, but very painful, yet they are intended 
for our good; and therefore, we should 
seek not only to be patient, but, abo, to be 
thankful under them. Job showed patience 
in his affliction, when he said, '^ The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.'' (Job 
i. 21.) And Bayid must haye felt thank* 
fulness when he said, ** Before I was 
afflicted I went astray, but now have I 
kept thy word." (Ps. cxix. 67.) 

Elijah was a holy man ; but, like others 
of whom we have read before, he was 
sometimes tempted to sin : and the sin to 
which he was now tempted was impatience. 
But God is kind and mercifol to his 
serrants; he feels for them in all their 
troubles. ''Like as a father pitieth his 
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear 
him." (Psa. ciii. 13.) And so now, in- 
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stead of being angry with Elijah, he sent an 
angel to comfort him. ''As he lay and 
slept nnder a jimiper tree, behold an angel 
touched him, and said xmto him, 'Arise 
and eat.' And he looked, and behold, there 
was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse 
of water at his head ; and he did eat and 
drink, and laid him down again. And the 
angel of the Lord came again the second 
time, and touched him, and said, ' Arise, 
and eat, because the journey is too great for 
thee.' And he arose, and did eat and 
drink, and went in the strength of that 
meat forty days and forty nights, unto 
Horeb the mount of God." 

We often read in the Bible, of holy 
angels being sent by God to comfort and 
to protect his people. They are called 
"ministering spirits sent forth to minister 
unto them who shall be heirs of salvation." 
(Heb. i. 14.) We cannot now see these 
holy beings, as God's people in days of old 
were sometimes permitted to do ; but we 
may belieye that aagels are about us con- 
;tinually, to comfort us and to do us good. 
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if we are God's cbildren. Wlien we sleep, 
they may be watching our beds ; and when 
we walk abroad, they may be at onr side j 
perhaps they guard us from many a danger, 
and help us in many a difficulty which we 
do not see or know. And then> when at 
last God's people are taken from this earth, 
the angels are sent to bear their happy 
spirits to the bright world above, as we 
know they carried Lazarus of old into 
Abraham's bosom. May we not learn 
something from these ministering spirits, 
dear children? Let us be obedient and 
active in God's service, as they are ; ever 
seeking to do good, and to promote God's 
glory ; and so obey his will on earth, as the 
holy angels do in heaven* 

But we must go back to Elijah. After 
he had been comforted and refreshed by 
the angel, he went, you remember, to 
Mount Horeb, and there remained forty 
days and forty nights. What can you 
recollect of Mount Horeb ? There it was 
that God appeared to Moses in the burning 
bush, when he sent him to king Pharaoh. 
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And there it was afterwards that the won- 
derftil miracle was performed, to give the 
people of Israel drink in the wilderness, 
when the rock was smitten, and the water 
flowed ontk And now, what did Elijah 
do in Horeb ? He went into a cave, and 
the word of the Lord came to him there, 
and said, " What doest thou here, Elijah ?" 
And Elijah told his sorrows to God, and 
said, " The children of Israel have forsaken 
thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, 
and slain thy prophets with the sword; 
and I, even I only, am left, and they seek 
my life to take it away*" Then God told 
Elijah to go and stand upon the mount, 
before the Lord. " And the Lord passed 
by, and a great and strong wind rent the 
mountains, and brake ia pieces the rocks 
before the Lord ; but the Lord was not in 
the wind. And after the wind an earth- 
quake ; but the Lord was not in the earth- 
quake. And after the earthquake a fire ; 
but the Lord was not in the fire. And 
after the fire a still smaU voice. And it 
was so, when Elijah heard it, that he 
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wrapped his fece in his mantle, and wenik 
out, and stood in the entering in of the 
cave. And behold there came a voice unto 
him, and said, " What doest thou here, 
EHjah?" (1 Kings xix. 10— 13.) 

l^ow, the Lord did all this to convince 
JElijah of his power, and to teach him that 
the same Gk>d who could do these great 
things at his will, was able, also, to protect 
his people, and to destroy his enemies, if he 
so pleased* And then, when God spoke to 
Elijah in the still small voice, perhaps it 
was to teach him that he is a God of love 
and gentleness too, as well as of strength 
and power ; and that he could, if he saw 
fit, work as much by the gentle sound of 
his voice, as by the dreadful thimder of his 
power. .And God encouraged EHjah by 
telling him that there were still many 
faithful ones in Israel, who had never 
bowed down to Baal ; and he told him of 
another prophet who should do the work of 
Elijah when he himself was taken away. 
That other prophet was Elisha. Elijah, at 
the command of God, when he left Horeb, 
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went to call Elisha. He found him plough- 
ing with twelve yoke of oxen; and Elijah 
cast his mantle upon him. Then Elisha 
lefb the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and 
said, ''Let me kiss my father and my 
mother, and then I will follow thee." So 
he went, and bade his parents farewell, 
and then went after Elijah, and ministered 
unto him. 

We have often heard of God appearing 
to his people, and speaking to them in 
different ways, and for different purposes. 
But there is something particularly won- 
derful in the way in which God at this 
time appeared and spoke to Elijah. Let us 
try if we cannot learn something firom it 
for our own good. I have said before that 
Qod speaks to us : and he does so in many 
different ways, just as when he passed by 
the cave where EHjah was, he first sent a 
wind, and then a fire, and then an earth- 
quake, before he spoke by the still small 
voice, l^ow, I will tell you some of the 
ways in which God speaks to us. 

First, he speaks to us by his providence. 
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You know what this means — the care God 
takes of all his creatures — the way in 
which he rules over them — ^the events 
which he causes to happen to them — ^all 
these we call God's providence. Now, 
these things speak to us from God: the 
creatures which he has made, and the events 
which he hrings o-bout, day by day, have all 
a voice and a message, if we would but 
listen and attend to them. *' The heavens 
declare the glory of God, and the firmament 
showeth his handy^work. Day unto day 
uttereth speech, and night unto night show- 
eth knowledge." (Psa. j;x^, 1, 2.) They 
tell us how great Grod is, who made those 
wonderful things, and who upholds them 
year after year by his almighty power. 
And the flowers that bloom in the fields 
and gardens, and the birds which sing in 
the trees, and the insects that sport in the 
sunshine — all these tell how good Otod. is, 
how kind, how merciful, to make thi? 
beautiful world, and so many happy crea- 
tures to live in it, and enjoy it. And the 
little events which happen, and which some. 
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times we hardly notice — ^they have messages 
for us too. They tell us of his care, and 
how he marks every one of the creatures he 
has made. I^ot a sparrow falls to the 
ground without our Father. And will he 
not then much more care for us ? for we 
are "of more value than many sparrows." 
And the hlossoms when they fade, and the 
leaves when they fall from the trees in 
autumn, and the passing days, and months, 
and seasons, and years, and the changes 
they bring with them — all teach us a lesson, 
and a very solemn one too, dear children. 
They seem to say, " All flesh is grass, and 
all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of 
the field. The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth, because the spirit of the Lord 
bloweth upon it. Surely the people is 
grass." (Isa. xl. 6, 7.) 

Another way in which God speaks to us 
is by his word — the written word which 
we hear irom his ministers. God sends 
many messages to us all in his word. Ho 
teUs us to repent, and to turn to him, and 
to believe in Jesus, that we may be saved. 
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But many people do not heed these 
messages, or will not obey them. And so 
Gk>d has another and a louder way of 
speaking, and that is by hiB Jud^ffnefUs, 
Sometimes we hear of sudden death; of 
dreadM accidents ; of a storm, perhaps, or 
a fire, or a plague, taking away many 
immortal souls in a moment, without 
warning, without time to ask for pardon or 
salyation. Why does God send such awful 
judgments as these ? One reason is, that 
the careless people who are still living may 
take warning from thenu Those judgments 
say to them, "Be ye ready; now is the 
accepted time, now is the day of salva- 
tion." 

I have told you of three ways in which 
God speaks to us — by his providence ; by 
his word ; and by his judgments ; and yet 
there are many people in the world who 
have heard all the messages sent to them 
in these ways, and yet have not attended, 
have not repented, have not been any the 
better for them. How is this? You 
remember it is said in the chapter we have 
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just read, that God was not in the wind, 
nor in the fire, nor in the earthquake ; but 
when the still small voice came, then 
Elijah knew directly that God was there. 
Kow, something like this happens when 
God sends messages to people by his provi- 
dence, and by his word, and by his judg- 
ments. They hear them, perhaps, and 
wonder at them, and are alarmed by them ; 
and yet there is no real effect upon their 
hearts, unless God speaks to them in 
another way, and that is by his Spirit, 
When Gk)d speaks to our hearts, it is by 
the still small voice of his Holy Spirit ; a 
voice that cannot be heard by the bodily 
ear; and yet it is so powerful that it 
cannot be disregarded by the heart. It 
forces people to listen, and to attend, and 
to obey; and makes them say, as Samuel 
did, "Speak, Lord, forthyservantheareth;" 
and as Saul did, long after, '' Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do ?" (Acts ix. 6.) 

liTow, dear children, it is quite certain 
that God has spoken to you in some of these 
ways at least ; but have you listened ? 
300 n 
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Have you attended? Have yon obeyed ? If 
not, do so now ; and wlien he says to you, 
as lie does in his word, " Seek ye my face ;" 
let your answer be, as David's was, " Thy 
face, Lord, will I seek/* (Psa. xxvii. 8.) 



HYMN. 



I sing tbe almiglitj power of God, 
Which made the mountains rise. 

Which spread the flowing seas abroad. 
And built the lofty skies. 

T sing the wisdom that ordained 

The sun to rule the day ; 
trhe moon shines full at his oommand. 

And all the stars obey. 

There's not a plant nor flower below^ 
But makes nis glories known ; 

And storms arise, and tempests blow. 
By order from his throne. 

Creatures as numerous as they be. 

Are subject to his care : 
There's not a place where we can flcr-. 

But God is present there. 

His hand is my perpetual guard. 

He keeps me with his eye ; 
Why should I then forget the Lord, 

Who is for ever nigh ? 
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QUESTIONS. 

Where did Elijali go after the destruction 
of the false prophets ? 

What did he desire his servaiit to do ? 
How many times ? 

What lessons may we learn from this ? 
Wh^re did Elijah go from Mount Gar- 

md? 

What was his request to Grod ? 

Do you think it was a right or a wrong 
request? 

Why? 

How was Elijah comforted in the wilder- 
ness? 

Where did he afterwards go ? 

How long was he th^e ? 

How did God manifest his power to 
Elijah on Horeb ? 

Tell me the different ways in which God 
speaks to ns? 

Which is the only effectual way ? 

What does Qod say to us when he thus 
speaks? 

What shall our answer be ? 
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The history of the prophet Elijah is full of 
interestmg and beautiful stories, dear chil- 
dren. But we shall not be able to go through 
them all; and therefore I will pass over 
several chapters, and talk to you to-day 
about the last event which we read of in 
his life. We have read of many holy men 
who have lived long, and who did much 
for the service of Gk>d during their lives, 
even to very old age, and were then taken 
by death to be wi^ him for ever. So it 
was wiih Moses, and Aaron, and Joshua, 
and Samuel ; but it was not so with Elijah. 
God does all- things as he pleases; and 
though he generally acts according to cer- 
tain rules with his creatures, yet now and 
then he does something quite different from 

116 
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Ha usual plan, just to show us that lie is all- 
powerful, and that nothing is too hard, nor 
too wonderful for him to perform. I^ow so 
he acted with Elijah. God did not choose 
that he should die like other men ; but he 
determined to take him up by a whirlwind 
into heaven. Once before, Ged had taken 
a holy servant of his to heaven without 
dying. You know who that was — ^it was 
Enoch, of whom we read that he " walked 
-with God, and he was not, for God took 
him." (Gen. v. 24.) 

Kow, no doubt, God had revealed to 
Elijah what he was about to do. And 
when the time drew near for him to be 
taken up, the good prophet went once more 
to visit those places in which he had, 
during his life, been so useful, and where 
he had laboured so long. So he went with 
his servant Elisha £rom Gilgal to Bethel, 
and firom Bethel to Jericho, and from 
Jericho to Jordan. There were schools for 
the sons of the prophets both at Bethel 
and at Jericho ; and perhaps Elijah visited 
them to talk to those young men for the 
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last time, and to give tliem instructions as 
to what tiiey should do when he himself 
should be taken away ; but the Bible does 
not tell us what it was that he said to them. 
Elisha went with his dear master on this 
journey. Elijah did not ask him to go. 
He said to him several times, " Tarry here, 
for the Lord hath sent me to Bethel, and 
to Jericho, and to Jordan." But Elisha's 
answer each time was, " I wiU not leave 
thee." So they went on together. EHsha 
was right. It is a great privilege to be 
with those who have more knowledge, 
more wisdom, more holiness, than we our- 
selves have; and when the time comes 
near for tiiem to leave this world, we ought 
more than ever to prize them, and to Hsten 
to them, and to ask their advice, and their 
prayers, and their blessing. 

So Elijah and Elisha came to Jordan. 
You remember this was the river which 
the Israelites passed through on dry ground 
when they entered the Promised Land ; and 
God was pleased to perform anotiier miracle 
■on that river now, not for a whole nation. 
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but for his two chosen servants, Elijah and 
Elisha. ''Ehjah took his mantle, and 
wrapped it together, and smote the waters, 
and they were divided hither and thither, 
80 that they two went over on dry ground." 
(2 Sings ii. 8,} The sons of the prophets 
were standing to view afar off; and, per« 
haps, God did this miracle in order to show 
honour to his prophet just before he took 
him away. Otod loves to honour his people. 
He says, " Them that honour me, I will 
honour." (1 Sam. ii. 30.) 

And now Elijah's last moment on earth 
was almost come ; and he wished to show 
his love and affection to his dear £riend 
EHsha once more before they parted ; so he 
said to him, " Ask what I shall do for thee, 
before I be taken away from thee." JN"ow, 
suppose you were talking for the last time 
to some dear friend, and he should say this 
to you, what would you ask for ? Would 
you ask for riches, or honours, or long life, 
or earthly happiness ? "No friend, however 
great he might be, could promise you the 
possession of all these. He might indeed. 
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give you wealth, and the means of be- 
coming honourable and great in the world, 
but he could not give you the certainty of 
enjoying them ; for " riches make to them- 
selves wings, and fly away ;" and death 
might soon come, and take you away ^om 
them. Elijah, perhaps, might have been 
permitted to promise such things as these 
to Elisha, had he wished for them. But 
no, Elisha desired something better; he 
wanted honour, indeed, but not the honour 
of this world. He wished for the honour 
which comes from God. His great desire 
was to be holy, and wise, and useful; even 
more holy, and wise, and useM, than 
Elijah himself had been. So he answered, 
" Let a double portion of thy spirit rest 
upon me." "Was this a right wish ? Yes, 
I think it was. "We can never desire more 
and greater spiritual blessings than Grod is 
willing to bestow ; and the blessings which 
Elisha desired were spiritual. But Elijah 
could not himself promise to bestow them ; 
they must come from God ; and he did not 
know whether God might be pleased to 
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make Elisha so great a profphet as ho 

desired to be, though he would certainly 

make him a holy and a useful man ; so 

Elijah answered, " Thou hast asked a hard 

thing ; nevertheless, if thou see me when I 

am taken £rom thee, it shall be so imto 

thee ; but if not, it shall not be so." And 

so they went on, and talked, imtil the time 

came for EHjah to be taken away; and 

then appeared ''a chariot of fire, and 
horses of fire, and parted them both asun* 

der ; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind 

into heaven." 

Kone saw this but Elisha ,* God allowed 
him to behold this wonderM sight ; and it 
was a proof to him ihat his request had been 
granted, and that a '' double portion" of 
Elijah's spirit indeed rested upon him. 
And thus Elijah left this world of sorrow 
and sin, and went in triimiph to that bright 
world where there are no more tears, and 
where sorrow and sighing flee away for 
ever. 

Do we ever read of Elijah again ? Yes ; 
we read something very remarkable con- 



122 SOENES AT JOBBAN AND JESICHO. 

ceming him in tlie New Testament, in 
Matt, xyii., wHcli gives us an account of 
what is called our Lord's Transfiguration, 
wlien he appeared to three of his disciples 
on Mount Tabor, not as he usually did 
when on earth, but so bright and glorious 
that they fell down on their fSeu^es, and 
" were sore afraid." And then we are told 
that Moses and Elijah appeared with Jesus 
in glory, and talked with him about hia 
death, which he should accomplish at Jeru- 
salem. God greatly honoured these two 
faithM servants of his, first by giving them 
80 much to do for him on earth, and then 
by permitting them to see and speak of the 
salvation which Christ came to accomplish 
by his death, and of the glory which should 
follow. Moses and Elijah, when on earth, 
had looked forward in faith to the coming 
of Christ ; and even when in heaven they 
loved to think of that great work which he 
was to perform, in suffering and dying for 
sinners, and then in rising from the grave^ 
and ascending into heaven to prepare a 
place for his redeemed people, that where 
he is there they may be also. 
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And now we must pass over to other 
stories in the history of Elisha. I shall 
not tell you all the events we read of in his 
life, but just two or three of them ; that 
you may be able to judge for yourselves 
how far his request to Elijah was granted 
— " Let a double portion of thy spirit rest 
upon me." After he had watched his dear 
master going up to heaven in the chariot of 
fire, till he could see him no more, he 
returned to the river Jordan, and took 
Elijah's mantle, which had fallen from him, 
and smote the waters, and said, ** "Where 
is the Lord God of Elijah?" and the 
waters again divided, and Elisha went 
through on dry ground. The sons of the 
prophets saw this ; and they were at once 
convinced, by the miracle, that Elisha was 
chosen by God to be a prophet instead of 
Elijah, and said, "The spirit of Elijah 
doth rest upon Elisha." 

Then he came to Jericho. You remember 
the destruction of that city in the days of 
Joshua, and the curse which was pronounced 
on him whp should rebuild it, and how it 
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was, notwithstanding, rebuilt, and in what 
manner that curse was verified. Jericho 
was now again a pleasant city, and fall of 
people, but the water was bad, and the 
ground barren. Some of the inhabitants 
came to Elisha, and told him this. Then 
he said, '' Bring me a new cruse, and put 
salt therein." And he went to the spring 
of the waters, and cast the salt in there, 
and the waters were healed. This was 
another miracle, to show the people that 
Elisha was indeed a prophet of the Lord. 
Then he came to Bethel. Here he was 
mocked by some children, who came out, 
and said to him, " Go up, thou bald head; 
go up, thou bald head." And then, again, 
Elisha showed his power, and the authority 
given to him by Grod ; for he cursed those 
wicked children in the name of the Lord; 
'' and there came two she-bears out of the 
wood, and tare forty and two children of 
them." This must have convinced the 
people, in a very awful manner, that God 
had sent Elisha not only to work miracles of 
mercy, but, also, to pimish sin by dreadful 
judgments. 
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Prom Bethel Elisha went to Cannel, and 
then he returned to Samaria, where he 
usually lived. This was the capital city of 
the kingdom of Israel, or the ten tribes. 

I shall have more to tell you about 
Elisha another tune, but we will end here 
to-day with one or two lessons which you 
should learn from this part of the story. 
Is there anything in the conduct of Elisha 
which you should try to imitate ? I think 
there is. First, there is his love and 
reverence for his master ; his obedience to 
him, his affection for him to the very last, 
and the attention he paid to aU his words 
and instructions. Be like Elisha, then, in 
love and respect to your parents, and teach- 
ers, and ministers; and especially try to 
remember what they say to you, when 
they teach you, as Elijah taught Elisha, 
the holy word and commands of God. 
And then, there is another thing in which 
you should be like Elisha— *-in holy ambition. 
But I must explain to you what I mean 
by this. Last time, you remember, I spoke 
to you about holy boldness; and I told 
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you that there are some kinds of boldness 
which are not holy, but sinftd. And we 
talked about firmness and decision, too, ii^ 
good things being right ; and about deter- 
mination and obstinacy in had things being 
wrong. Now, so it is with ambition; 
there is a right kind of ambition, and there 
is a wrong kind ; and you must learn to 
distinguish between the two. 

But what is ambition? It generally 
means a desire to excel : a love of glory ; 
a wish to become greater, in some way, 
than we now are. This feeling, when it is 
directed to wrong things, or acted upon in 
a wrong way, is wicked and dangerous. 
Ambition has led people to commit dreadfiil 
crimes, in order that they might obtain 
some honour which they could not get in 
any other way — some vain worldly honour, 
of no real value after all. And then, 
there are some things good in themselves, 
and which it is right to desire to a certain 
degree, but which become dangerous if we 
desire them too much, and strive after them 
too earnestly. Human learning, and wis- 
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dom, and skill, for instance, are good things 
in themselyes, and we shoidd desire and 
seek them; but if we desire and yalue 
them more than holy and heavenly things, 
then they do ns harm, and we are wrong 
in giving them so much of our time, and 
of our affections, and of our attention. It 
is right for you, dear children, to desire 
the praise of your teachers, and to wish to 
gain rewards for your diligence and im- 
provement in your studies; but if this 
wish is so strong that it takes away your 
minds £ix>m still better and more important 
things, then it becomes wrong. 

In all these cases, ambition — desire of 
praise, wish 'for honour and glory — ^is sin- 
ful, because it is either directed to wrong 
things or carried out in a wrong spirit. 

But now, what did I mean by^a holy 
ambition? I meant a desire to become 
greater in heavenly things : a desire to be 
more and more holy ; more and more use- 
ftil ; more and more active in God's service. 
This was EUsha's great wish when he said, 
" Let a double portion of thy spirit rest 



128 SCENES AT JORDAJS USD JEBICSO. 

upon me." Holy and usefdl as Elijah. 
"waS; EUsha wished to be BtiU more so ; not 
that he might obtain praise of men, but 
that he might glorify God during his life, 
and then be taken to dwell with him for 
ever in heaven. And though toe are not 
called to be prophets, and to do those won- 
derful works which Elijah and Elisha were 
appointed to do, yet we ought all to have 
something of the spirit which was so strong 
in them. We should not be contented with 
the things of this world, even if we might 
have all its honours, and glories, and riches; 
for they cannot satisfy the soul. But we 
should seek things above — ^hoHness, salva- 
tion, and, at last, ''a crown of glory which 
fadeth not away." 

But do not suppose, dear children, from 
anything I have said, that however holy, 
or active, or useful any persons may be, 
they can gain heaven by all this. No; 
Elisha never thought so ; nor any of the 
holy men of whom we read in the Bible. 
They all knew that they were sinners, and 
that whatever good thing they did, they 
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did not of themselves, but through the 
grace and power given them by God. This 
was what St. Paul felt when he said, " I 
count all things but loss for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, 
that I may tnn Christ, and be found in 
him, not having mine own righteousness, 
but that which is through the faith of 
Christ ; the righteousness which is of God 
by faith. Forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward the 
mark, for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus." (Phil. iii. 8, 9, 13, 
14.) 
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HTMK. 

Behold the thirone of g^acel 
The promise calls me near: 

There Jesus shoi^s a smiling facr^ 
And wait» to answer prayer. 

My soul, ask what thou wilt 5 
Thou canst not be too bold ; 

Since his own blood for thee he spil^ 
What else will he withhold? 

Thine image, Lord, bestow, 
Thy presence, and thy lovej 

X ask to ^erTe thee here below^ 
And reign with thee above. 

Teach me to lire by faith. 
Conform my will to thine ; 

Let me victorious be in death. 
And then in glory shine. 
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QTJESTIOIS^S, 

What was Elijali's l^st jouraey ? 

Who accompanied him ? 

How did they go through the river 
Jordan ? 

What did Elijah say to Elisha just before 
they parted ? 

What was Elisha's answer ? 

In what way was Elijah taken to 
heaven? 

Do we read anything further of him in 
the Bible ? 

What were the first miracles which God 
gave Elisha power to perform ? 

Tell me two things which we may learn 
from this part of Elisha's history ? 

Is it right for us to desire great things ? 

If so, what kind of things ? 

What was the great desire expressed by 
8t. Paul ? 



THE LAND OF SYRIA. 



In- out story to-day I must refer you to 
another part of the map. Korth of Canaan 
you will find a country called Syria. The 
capital was Damascus, a city of which we 
read frequently in the Bible, particularly 
in the Kew Testament. The king and 
people of Syria were often at war with 
Israel; and in one of their battles they 
took away among their captives a little 
Israelitish maid, and brought her to the 
land of Syria. 

The captain of the Syrian army was 
called Naaman. He was a great man in 
his own country, and with his king; he 
was very rich, very powerful, and very 
much honoured by his master. It so hap- 
pened that this little girl was brought to 
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his house, and she waited upon ITaaman's 
wife, Now, I must tell you that there 
was one thing which made Naaman un- 
happy, and spoiled all his enjoyments ; so 
that he was miserable, notwithstanding his 
riches and honours — he was a leper. 

You have often heard of lepers in the 
Bible. In the Kew Testament, we read of 
seyeral whom Jesus himself cured by his 
touch, or by his word. And this showed 
his almighty power, for the leprosy was 
a disease which no human skill could cure ; 
no physician, no medicine, could take it 

away. 

Perhaps, before we go on with Kaaman's 

Btory, it may be well for me to tell you a 

little more about this dreadful disease, and 

about the laws which God himself made 

respecting it. 

The leprosy was a disease which covered 

the body with sores. It made the person 

who had it unclean, according to the Jewish 

law ; so that he was obliged to live apart 

by himself, and was not allowed to come 

into the congregation of God's people, nor 
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to appear in God's house. It was th6 
office of the priests to examine the leper, 
and to pronounce him unclean ; and when 
the leprosy was cured, to pronounce him. 
clean. And God gave a great many rules 
for the cleansing of the leper> which yott 
will find in Leviticus riv. Sacrifices were 
to be offered for him, and blood W6W to be 
sprinkled upon him, and oil was to be put 
upon him J and then he was declared 

clean. 

ITow Naaman the Syrian knew nothing 
of all these laws respecting leprosy, which 
the people of Israel observed ; nor did he 
know that God was often pleased to remove 
this dreadful disease by his own power, 
through his servants the prophets. But 
the little maid knew all about these things, 
for she had been brought up in the land of 
Canaan, and had been most likely well in- 
structed in the law of Gt>d. And now that 
she was far from her own home and country, 
and among strangers and idolaters, she did 
not forget what she had heard and seen, 
and she wished to make her knowledge 
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nsefiil to others. So one day, when she 
was waiting upon her mistress, she said, 
" "Would God, that my master were with 
the prophet that is in Samaria, for he 
would recover him of his leprosy." (2 Kings 
V. 3.) This was soon told to Naaman ; he 
was pleased to hear of any way in which 
his leprosy might be cured ; and the king 
of Syria was glad too, and*^ wrote a letter to 
the king of Israel, and sent !N'aaman with 
it to Samaria. This letter was to ask the 
king of Israel to cure Naaman ; but he was 
not able to do anything for him, and he 
wondered very much what the letter meant; 
and rent his clothes, and said, ** Am I God, 
to kill and to make alive> that this man 
doth send unto me to recover a man of his 
leprosy ?'* 

But when EUsha heard of all this, he 
sent for Naaman to come to him, that he 
might know there was a prophet in Israel. 
So Kaaman went, with his chariots, and 
horses, and servants, and stood before the 
door of Elieha's house. 

Now, Naaman thought that, as he was 
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tuch a great man, Eliaha would show him 
honour, and would come out to him, and 
'^ stand, and call upon the name of his God, 
and strike his hand over the place, and 
ij^ecover the leper." But EHsha did nothing 
of the kind^ he only sent a serrant to 
Naaman with this message, ** Go and wash 
cevcn times in Jordan, and thou shalt he 
plean." This made Kaaman angry. He 
thought this was a strange way to be 
Qured; and it was not a way which he 
^ked, because there was something hum- 
bling to his pride in the thought of washing 
VI Jordan — ^in a river of Israel which he 
despised. He thought there wore better 
rivers in his own country, in which he 
might wash, if washing could cure him. 
He would far rather have been cured by 
doing some veiy difficult thing, than in 
this simple easy way. **So he tamed, 
and went away in a rage/' 

Tliis showed a great deal of foolish pride 
in Kaaman; and as long as that pride 
remained, it was quite impossible for him 
to be cured. There was nothing, indeed. 



THE ULSl) OF STUIl. 137 

ia tlie water of Jordan itself, that could 
heal him. Any other river, or any other 
means, or no means at all, would have done 
^ much as Jordan, had God so pleased. 
But Kaaman was to learn faith in God's 
word, and obedience to God's command; 
and until he had learnt that, there was 
no cure for him. Now, happily for 
iN'aaman, though he was so proud at first, 
yet when his passion was oyer, he was 
willing to listen, and to take advice even 
from his own servants. They came to him, 
and said, " My father, if the prophet had 
bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou 
not have done it ? How much rather, then, 
when he saith unto thee, ' Wash, and be 
clean !' '' 

Then he went, and dipped himself seven 
times in Jordan, and he was made clean. 
How glad Kaaman was, then, that he had 
been led at last to obey God's command I 
He was full of gratitude— gratitude to 
Elisha, and to the God of Elisha also ; and 
he went back to the prophet's house, to say 
how thankful he was, and to offer a reward. 
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But Elisha would take nothing from iNTaa- 
inan. All the acts of kindneBs and mercy 
which God enabled him* to do, he did not 
for his own benefit) nor for his own honour, 
but only for the good of otherS) and for the 
glory of Grod. Let us learn from Elisha a 
lesson of unselfish kindness, or, as we 
usually call it, disinterestedness; and from 
Naaman a lessoti of gratitude^ And so 
Naamaa was cured of his leprosy. That 
was a great mercy, but he received another 
greater still. He had learned the power 
of the Grod of Israel, and had determined, 
by God's help, no more to worship idob, 
but to serve the Lord alone. So I^aaman 
returned home to Syria> cured in body and 
in soul too. 

Now, I shall leave you to read the rest 
of this chapter for yourselves; and finish 
the story by telling you some important 
lessons to be learned from it. And first, 
let us go back to the little maid. You 
have not forgotten her, I hope, for she had 
been the meaas of bringing all these mer- 
cies upon N"aaman, 
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"Wiiat joy this mtist have been to her— 
more than enough to make her willing to 
be a servant and a captive in a foreign 
land ! Well, now^ does not she show ns 
how Useful eten the meanest and the 
youngest may be? They may^ like thia 
little maid, be the means of bringing those 
older and greater than themselves to the 
enjoyment of better blessings than the cure 
of a bodily disease. They may help to 
lend the Gospel to heathens in foreign 
sands, to tell them of a prophet greater 
than Elisha — ^the Lord Jesus Christ him* 
self, who can forgive all their iniquitiesy 
and heal all their diseases ; worse diseases 
than that of leprosy. And then, see what 
a blessing it is to have a religious educa- 
tion — ^to be early taught the truths of God's 
word, and the way of salvation* This little 
girl would not have been so useM to Naa- 
man if she had not herself known something 
of the true God, of his power and his 
mercy, and of what he had done by the 
prophet Elisha. She must have attended, 
too, to what she was taught, or she would 
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not have undeTstood and remembered it so 
well. Perhaps she had herself seen Elisha, 
and listened to his words, and received his 
instructions. Bear children, if you wish 
to bring them to Jesus, the great Prophet 
and Teacher of his people, you must first 
learn of him yourselves. He is willing to 
instruct you; and we are all commanded 
to go and learn of him. *' Him shaU ye 
hear in all things whatsoever he shall say 
unto yon ; and whosoever will not hear that 
prophet shall be destroyed from among the 
people." (Acts iii. 22, 23.) Come to him 
in faith, attend to his teaching, and then 
try to bring others to him also. 

But there is something for us to learn 
from I^aaman, as well as from the little 
maid. He was a leper. Now leprosy is, 
in the Bible, considered as a type of a dis- 
ease which we all suffer from in our sonls. 
I mean sin. I told you that people who 
had the leprosy were accounted tmclean, 
and were not allowed to come into the 
tabernacle or temple of Gk>d. And so, those 
who have the guilt of sin upon them, 
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nncleansed, nntaken away, are far fix>m 
God, far &om his favour and from his 
blessing; and if they die in that state, 
they must be fax from heaven and happiness 
for ever. 

But ho"w was Naaman cured ? Kot in 
his own way, but in God's way ; and that 
way was very easy and simple — only to 
" wash and be clean." And so, dear chil- 
dren, we can be cleansed and cured of sin 
only in one way which God himself has 
appointed. There is no way we can find 
out to cure ourselves. Our own goodness, 
our own works, our own righteousness, will 
never do. We must be penitent and hum- 
ble, and believing, and just do what God 
tells us to do in his word : and then we 
shall be cured, and not till then. And 
what is it that God tells us to do ? Of 
what may the river Jordan, which cleansed 
Naaman, remind us? I think it may 
remind us of the " fountain opened for sin 
and for uncleanness." (Zech. xiii. 1.) 
Our souls must be washed in that, and 
they win be made clean, Tou know what 



142 THE LAND OP SYfilA, 

is meant by this fountain : it is '' the blood 
of Jesus Christ, which cleanseth ^m all 
Bin." (1 John i. 7.) 



HYMK, 



Bock of Afrea cleft for me. 

Let me hide myself in thcej 

Let the water and the blood, 

From thy riven side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure; 

Cleanse me from its guilt and power. 

19'ot the labour of my hands 
Can fulfil thy law's demands ; 
Could my zeal no respite know. 
Could my tears for ever flow. 
All for sin could not atone ; 
Thou must save, and thou alone, 

Nothing in my hand J bring; 
Simply to thy cross I cling; 
Naked, come to thee for dress ) 
Helpless, look to thee for grace; 
Vile, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die» 

While I draw this fleeting breaib. 
When my eyelids close in death ; 
When I rise to worlds unknown—- 
See thee on thy judgment throne—* 
Bock of Ages cleft for me, 
Xei me hide myself in thee. 
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QUESTIOKS. 

Where was Syria, and what waa its 
chief city ? 

Who was I^aaman ? 

How was he afflicted ? 

In what part of the Bible may we read 
the laws concerning leprosy ? 

How did ITaaman first hear of Elisha the 
prophet ? 

What did Elisha desire JTaaman to do 
in order that he might be cured of his 
leprosy ? 

Why did this displease ITaaman ? 

Did he attend to EHsha's directions 
afterwards ? 

What lesson may we learn from the little 
maid? 

Of what should Kaaman's disease and 
cure remind us ? 

Bepeat a text which tells us how sin 
may be cleansed. 
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I TOLD you that I should only mention a 
few of the many interesting stories in 
Elisha's history ; and so we will pass on 
to-day to other persons and other things. 
Only I must advise you to read for your- 
selves those chapters which tell us more 
about him, in 2 Kings iii. — ^ix. ; and, again, 
the account of hiB death, in chapter xiii. I 
think you will see from his history, that 
his req[uest was granted, and that a double 
portion of Elijah's spirit did indeed rest 
upon him. Elijah was a very great prophet, 
and did a great work in Israel, and was 
much honoured by God, both by being taken 
to heaven in a chariot of fire, and afterwards 
in being permitted to see the glory of Christ 
at his transfiguration ; but Elisha worked 
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« greater nambier of miiftclai iliaii Elijah 

!N«w £it>ah and fiisbia irete ]»r^>lie<» in 
Israel; they v«re diieflj- eMuiected "with 
tbe ^Bgdom i»f die ilen ttibes, the capital 
49f -widdi was, as yon know, Sam&m. But 
ycm hx^ noi lbtg<9tibeii, I hope, tbat tlieve 
was anotber kingdom is Canaaa — that of 
-Judahy ofwhich the capital was JeraaeJ^. 
Th^ie iifnere many pro|»bets who lired and 
tanght thiNtie ; I am going to-diay to tdl 
ytm of ane of tbeoou If yoa look through 
tiioee books in &e BiUe which we call the 
Froi^iets, yoa will ^d tiiat thie ^rst of 
tiiMo. is^alied Isaiah, because it was tmtten 
"by a pnOMia of tSiatnaBie. The first Verse of 
bsMih tells us wbere he prophesied, and in 
wliose xdgn— ^ In Jndahand Jerusalem, in 
{fee 4aj« of Ceziah, JoiiiaiB, A,ba2, and 
Sezekiah, kin^ of Judali." Three efi^ese 
kings were good men, who honoured and 
kyWd Jsai^. Ahaz was a wicked king ; 
lnut Isakh was semt to prophesy and tallc to 
lum, 5<a0t «ts Ulijah and Eli^a were isent to 
warn and instruct the wicked kings of Israel. 
300 K 
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It was to Ahas that one of the most 
remarkable prophecies of Isaiah was spoken, 
which predicted the birth of Ghiist, by the 
name of Immannel, Gk>d with ns. 

But it is in Hezekiah's reign that we find 
most about Isaiah. Hezekiah was one of 
the best kings of Judah ; and we hare a 
great deal of his history given to us in 
the second books of Kings and Chronicles, 
and also in the prophet Isaiah, It will be 
a nice plan for you to find out and read the 
chapters which tell us about him in these 
different books. This is the way in which 
we should always read Bible history. If 
the same stories are related in several parts 
of Scripture we should read the account 
given in each ; and so we shall get much 
clearer knowledge about them than if we 
read only one accounts This is particularly 
necessary in studying the history of the 
Kings and Chronicles. 

And now, what have we to say about 
Hezekiah, and Isaiah the prophet ? Heze- 
kiah reigned after Ahaz, who had been an 
idolater, and had paid no attetition to the 



DANOEE TEOM ASSYHIA. 147 

worship of the true God, but had even shut 
up the beautiful temple which Solomon had 
built for his service. So the first thing 
Hezekiah did was to open the house of 
God p^ain, and to cleanse it, and to assem- 
ble the priests and Levites to offer sacrifices 
there, and to praise and glorify God. And 
then Hezekiah invited all the people of his 
land to come and celebrate the passover, 
and to make a solemn covenant with God. 

The people of Judah, as well as king 
Ahaz, had offended God and made him 
angry with their idolatries. And now, 
Hezekiah exhorted them to turn to God 
with all their hearts, and to seek him in 
the way he had appointed. So they all 
came together to keep the feast of the 
Passover. Do you remember what this 
feast was? It was appointed by God 
himself, in remembrance of that night in 
Eg3rpt in which the angel passed over the 
doors sprinkled with blood, when he slew 
all the first-bom of the Egyptians. God 
commanded that this event should be re- 
membered every year ; and that, on a cer- 



tain day> all the familiies of Israel shotdd 
slay and eat a lamb, as their forefailieTs 
had done on ihe night when they came out 
of Egypt. The feast of tiie Passover was 
typical of " Christ our Passov^," who was 
" sacrificed for us" on the cross, and whose 
blood, -sprinkled on the heait, can «aTe 
sinners £tx>m everlasimg destruction. 

But this feast was very often foi^gottea 
by ihe kimgs and the peopk; -aztd years 
had now passed away without any notice 
bang taken of it. But when Hezeidah 
began to reign, he determined to rule his 
people according to the law t>f Grod« So 
the Passover was kepfc> not only by tho 
people of Judah, but by many of those, 
also, who belonged to the other tribes; 
and it was a time of very gr^t joy and of 
blessing from God; for "tiieir voice waa 
heard; and their prayer came np to las 
holy dwelling-place, even unto iMeaven." 
(2 Ohron. xxx. 27.) Hezekic^ wis ako 
very attentive to all the other eommaads of 
God's law — ^to the different saon&seB, and 
to the 8»cred services, and to the tithes Ibr 



the Leyites; ^^and in every work that hQ 
began in the serriee of the house of God, 
and in the lawj^ and in the commandments^ 
to seek his God, he did it with all his heart,^ 
and prospered." Bo you not think that 
Judah must have been in a very happy 
state during the reign of this good king ? 

In the reign of Hezekiah, an invasion 
was made upon Judah by Sennacherib, 
king of Assyria, who came with an army 
to make war against the people of JTudah. 
Where was Assyria ? You must not think 
that this is the same country as Syria, of 
which we have read before. Assyria waa 
a large country to the east of Syria, north 
of the Persian Gulf, and south of the Cas* 
pian Sea. Tou will easily find it in the 
map- And then look for two large rivers 
which flowed through it — the Tigris and 
the Euphrates. Two famous cities once 
flourished in Assyria ; the city of Nineveh 
im the Tigns, and the city of Babylon on 
the Euphrates, Of this last city I shall 
have more to tell you another time. King 
Sennacherib lived at Nineveh; but soon 
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after his reign, Nineveh Was destrbyedy 
and Babylon became the chief city in that 
large country, which was then called the 
kingdom of Babylon. 

The Assyrians and Sennacherib were all 
idolaters; one of their idols was called 
Nisroch. Sennacherib was a great and 
powerftd king 5 he had made war upon a 
great many other countries, and taken 
possession of themj and another king of 
Assyria, of whom I shall tell you in our 
next lesson, had taken the people of Israel 
captives ; perhaps Sennacherib expected to 
do the same with the people of Judsih. So 
he sent his captain^ who was named Eab- 
shakeh, with an army, and a threatening 
letter to king Hezekiah, while he himself 
was fighting against some places not very 
far off from Jerusalem. 

It was sad news for Hezekiah when he 
opened Sennacherib's letter, and read what 
that wicked king intended to do, and saw 
the great Assyrian army, and Babshakeli 
coming against the city. "What could be 
done ? Hezekiah was a wise as well as a 
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good king^ He knew how to act in this 
time of danger, and he began to act directly* 
He did all he could to keep off the ene- 
mies, and to resist and conquer them if they 
should come any nearer. He stopped up 
the rivera and streams which were outside 
Jerusalem, that there might he no water for 
the army of Sennacherib* Then he built up 
the wall which was broken down, and 
prepared arms for his soldiers to fight with, 
in great abundance. And when he had 
made all these preparations, he called 
together his captains of war, and spake 
comfortably to them> saying, *' Be strong 
and courageous ; be tiot a&aid nor dismayed 
for the king of Assyria, nor for the multi- 
tude that is with him ; for there be more 
with us than with him. "With him is an 
arm of flesh ; but with us is the Lord our 
God, to help us, and to fight our battles." 
(2 Cbron* xxxii. 7, 8.) 

Now, all this was very right» It showed 
in Hezekiah much wisdom in using the 
means proper for his defence ; and much 
£aith in trusting not in those means them- 
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selves^ but in Gnod^. wbo alone cauld mak^ 
iheaoi of any use. But fttU^ thk was not 
all ihaii Heseldu^ did. He wanted adrice 
and cmnlbri lor himself, wliile lie gsra 
comfoTt ta hk peo|>le ^ so be sent t& liift 
pTopl^t Isaiab, and ae^ed Imii to jmy to 
God for belp and detivevanee. And Heafr- 
kiah prayed too, for Idmself. He took tli» 
letter wliicli Sennaeherib bad sent bim^ 
and went into tbe bouse of tbe Lovd^ and 
spread it be^re tbe Lord ', and HesBekiah. 
prayed \uito tbe Lord,, saying,. " O Lord of 
bests, Gk)d of Israel, tbatdweDest between 
tbe eberobim ; tb^n art tbe God, eren tboa 
alone, ef all tbe kingdoms of tbe eoart^ 
Incline tbine ear, Lord, and bear ; open 
tbine eyes, Lord, and see ; and bear all 
tbe w(nds of Sennaeberib, wbicb be batb 
sent to reproacb tbe bving^God. Of a 
trutb. Lord, tbe kings of Assyria baire laid 
waste all tbe nations^ and tbeir conntnea, 
and bare cast tbeir gods into tbe fiie, for 
tbey were no gods^ but tbe woik of meniP 
bands, wood and stone; tiierefore, tbey 
bsiYe de^aroyed tbenu Kow, tberefore, O 



I^ord^ our God, save us firom l^iabaiDdy that 
ftU the kingdoms of the earth may know 
that thou art the Lord, eTeo thou ovkkj" 
(Isa. xxxvii. 14 — 20.) 

Aikd do you thiok that all Hezekiah's 
£siith and |»ra jera were m vain ? iN'o ; that 
God whot had so* offceu defeBded hia people 
in times past, was ready t& help them now ; 
azkd he s&ai to Hezekiah a message of 
comfort and eneoioragement hy Isaiah. 
^^ Thus saith the Xord oonecrAing the king 
^f Assyria t. he shall not eome into this 
city, salth the Xord. For I will defend 
this city^ to save it, for my owu sakej, and 
for my servant David's sake," Hezekiah 
b^eved the promise of God, and vao more 
feared Sennacherib, and Babshakeh, and 
their great army. And, indeed^ be had no 
seed to fear them; for, that very night, 
** the angel of the Lord went forth, and. 
smote in the camp oi the Assyrians, an 
hundred and fourscore and five thousand; 
and when they arose early in the morning, 
behold tjiey were all dead corpses," So 
Hezekiah and his people found that it ^3 
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indeed better to trust in God than in an 
arm of flesh ; and that more were with 
them than With the proud army of the 
Assyrians. 

And now I Want yoU to lealii fin im- 
portant lesson from this story. Try td 
remember what I am slbotrt to say to you { 
and if you cannot quite understand it at 
first, I wiU explain my meaning afterwards* 
The lesson I wish to impress upon you is 
this :— the necessity of uniting exertion 
and prayer in cases of difficulty ; and the 
duty of ttsin^ means, without trusting in 
them. Now, I dare say, you think this 
a long sentence, fall of hard words, and 
very difficult to recollect; but I hope I 
shall be able to make you understand what 
the lesson means. Suppose we are in diffi- 
culty or danger of any kind, what must we 
do ? How ought we to act ? I will tell 
you. We must exert ourselves ; we must 
do all we can, just as if the power were in 
ourselves; and we must pray; and then 
we must leave the matter to God, remem- 
bering that, after all, toe have no power. 
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and that we must therefore trust to his 
-wisdom and his goodness. If, for example, 
you "were very ill, yotir kind parents would 
send for the doctor^ and he would use all . 
his skill for your recovery ; and your Mends 
would pay great attention to his directions, 
and careftdly give you whatever he advised. 
And this would be acting quite rightly; for 
these are means God himself has appointed, 
and which he is offcen pleased to bless. But 
would it be right to trust to these means, 
and to think that there was power in them 
to cure you, and that there was no need to 
ask Grod's help and blessing at all ? "No; 
the physician and the medicine would only 
be means — ^instruments in God's hands, of 
no use in themselves, but of great use if 
blessed by him. And so your pious parents 
or Mends would pray for a blessing, and 
then leave your recovery to God. 

Now, do you understand what is meant 
by uniting exertion and prayer — using the 
means, and trusting only in God ? This 
was just what Hezekiah did. He built 
walls, and prepared armour, and assembled 
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soldiers to oppose Seirnddnevib ; those werQ 
the means. He spread the threatening 
letter of that ivicked Idug^ hefore Gk>d in 
the temple ; that was jprayer. And then 
he patiently waited the fnlfiha^nt of the 
promise sent to him by Isaiah f that wa3 
irtui in God. And so^ in all the diffienltie? 
whieh God' s people meet with in their way 
to heaven, there must be exertion, and 
striying, and diligence, and prayer. This 
is what the Mble tells them. It says, 
« right the good fight of faith. Lay hold 
on eternal life." (1 Tim. vi. 12.) "Wojrk 
out your own salvation." (PhU. ii. 12.) 
God's people are to strive to da this just 
as earnestly and diligently as if the power 
were in themselves. 

But then, if you look on a little further 
you will see how it is that the victory is 
gained, and that eternal life is obtained^ 
and that salvation is worked out. And 
with these texts we will end our lesson : 
— " Thanks be to God, who giveth us the 
victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
(1 Cor. XV. 57.) « The gift of God is etei^ 
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nal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord." 
(Rom. vi. 23.) " It is God who worketh 
in you both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure." (Phil. ii. 13,) 



HYMN. 



tlnboHef tlie soul dismays ; 
Wbat objection's mil it raisfe I 
But true ftith securely leans 
On the promise in the means. 

If to fakh it <race be knows 
God lias said, " It shall be dona^ 
And in the appointed way ;" 
y<axik has thetn ao more to b<^ 

Thus the Lord is pleased to try 
Those wh© on his help rely; 
By the means he makes it known 
That the power is all his own. 

Yet the means are not in vain, 
If the end we would attain ; 
Thoufijh the breath of prayer be weak, 
None shall find but those who seek. 

God alone the heart can reach. 
Yet the ministers must preach ; 
'Tis their part the seed to sow. 
And 'tis his to make it grow. 
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QTJESTIOll^S. 

"What great prophet lived in the reign 
of Hezekiah ? 

Tell me some events in this reign. 

What feast was kept at this time 7 

"Who came against Judah ? 

How did Hezekiah act ? 

In what way were the Assyrians de- 
stroyed ? 

What lesson may we learn fit>m Heze- 
kiah's conduct ? 

How does the Bible tell ns to act in all 
our dangers and difficulties ? 
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Thebe are several more very interestmg 
events in the history of Hezekiah ; but, as 
it would make this little book too large to 
put them all in, I must leave you to read 
them alone. 

There are two circumstances wHch you 
should attend to particularly in these chap.- 
ters — ^the illness of Hezekiah, and the visit 
he received from the ambassadors of the 
king of Babylon. Hezekiah lived fifteen 
years after this illness ; and when he died, 
his son Manasseh became king of Judah. 
He was then a little boy of twelve years 
old ; he grew up a very wicked man, and 
a worshipper of idols ; and Jerusalem was 
soon again in as sad a state as it had been 
in when Ahaz reigned. God punished 
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Manasseh by suffering him to be taken 
captive into Babylon, and put in prison 
there. And yet God intended this in mercy 
to the son of his faithful servant Hezekiah ; 
tbt Manasseii, when he khsb in affliction 
besought the Lord his God, and humbled 
himself greatly before the God of his 
fathers, and prayed unto him. And he 
was entreated 'of him, aod he heard his 
eaip^lecation, and brotoght him again to 
Jerusalem, into his kingdom. I^n Mattas- 
fteh knew that the Lord he was OwL (2 
Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13.) 

Ajxd BOW we suust leave Judah and 
JierusaSjeoi for a moment^ wati go again to 
Ifii^d and Samaiia* What was tib£ir «tate 
atthnstime? it(^d youlhat aIi'theki]^;B 
of Israd were wicked. We road of vie 
•a^ber uotlier, ihiai '^ he did €vil in Ihe cdght 
of the Lord." At iafit, God'e patience wae 
WDm iraJt^ and) as the king aasL |>eopie of 
Israel. wouM not vttend to iiis wsnungs 
«Bd tiii^59itening8 by the prophets whnm he 
sent, he q>eke to iiiem in another way — in 
the way of j^gment, as I explained to yon 
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in one of our last lessons. And wliat were 
these judgments? The king of Assyria 
came, and took them away captives into his 
own land. The name of this king was 
Shalmsmeser ; he reigned before Sennache- 
rib, who, you remember, invaded Judah in 
the time of Hezekiah. It was in Hezekiah's 
reign that the ten tribes were carried cap- 
tive into Assyria. And what became of 
Samaria, and the other cities of Israel? 
"Were they left desolate, without any people 
in them? No; the king of Assyria put 
into Samaria maijy of his own people, from 
Babylon and Nineveh. These people were 
idolaters; and, though afterwards they 
learned something of the worship of the 
true God, yet they continued to serve their 
idols too. The descendants of these people 
were called Samaritans; and they after- 
wards became enemies to the Jews, as we 
shall see by-and-by. 

And so, of •the two kingdoms, only one. 

remained now — that of Judah. And the 

people of this kingdom, instead of taking 

warning by what had happened to the ten 
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tribes, followed their example, and wor- 
shipped idols, as they did, and wonld not 
attend to God, and to the words of his 
prophets. 

But were there no good kings of Judah 
after Hezekiah? Yes; there was one, 
about whom I am now going to tell yoxu 
His name was Josiah. When he first 
became king, he was a little child, only 
eight years old ; and yet, even then, we are 
told that he began to seek after God. like 
8amuel, he early learnt to serve the Lord ; 
and he continued to do B9 all his life long. 
Some of the acts of his reign will remind 
you of those of Hezekiah. The temple 
was in the same state as when Ahaz was 
king; and so Josiah, like Hezekiah, set 
about cleansing and repairing it. And he 
put away the idols, and the idolatrous 
priests, and exhorted the people to serve 
the true God only. This, then, is the first 
lesson we are to learn from Josiah — ^zeal 
for God's service and honour, hatred of sin, 
and love of holiness. And, remember, that 
when Josiah did all this, he was very young. 
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and lie bad many temptations to turn away 
from Qtod, and to loye the things of this 
world, its riches, and honours, and pleasures. 
Now, how was it, do you think, that he 
learned to do right? I will tell you. 
Josiah read and attended to God's word, 
and prayed to be enabled to act according 
to it This is the way for young people, 
and for all people, to know how to act 
rightly. David said, " Wherewithal shall 
a young man cleanse his way P By taking 
heed thereto according to thy word." (Psa. 
cxix. 9.) 

We are told, in the history of Josiah, 
how much he honoured the law of God. 
When the temple was cleansed, the priest 
found in it " a book of the law of the Lord," 
given by Moses ; and he brought it out, and 
read it to the king. Josiab had read and 
studied God's law long before this time ; 
but it seems he had never seen this par- 
ticular book before. It is called ''the 
Book of the Covenant." When Josiah 
heard it, he rent his clothes, and called 
some of his servants, and said to them, 
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<< Qo, inquire of the Lord for me, and for 
them that are left in Israel and in Judah, 
concerning the words of the book that is 
found ; for great is the wrath of the Lord 
that is poured out upon us, because our 
fathers have not kept the word of the Lord, 
to do after all that is written in this 
book." (2 Chron. xxxiv. 21.) 

There was a prophetess named Huldah 
living in Jerusalem at that time: so the 
king's messengers went to her, and asked 
her how the king and the country could 
escape from God's anger. Then Huldah 
gave them this message from Grod: — "I 
will bring evil upon this place, even all the 
curses that are written in the book ; but, 
as for the king of Judah, say imto him, 
< Thus saith the Lord : Because thine heart 
was tender, aad thou didst humble thyself 
before Gtod, when thou heardest his words 
against this place, and against the inhabit^ 
ants thereof, behold I .will gather thee to 
thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered to 
thy grave in peace : neither shall thine 
£yes see all the evil that I will bring upon 
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this place.' " This message was brought tcr 
the king ; and then he and all the people 
went to the temple : and he read to them 
the book of the covenant which was found 
in the house of the Lord. And after that 
they made a covenant to walk after the 
Lord, and to keep his commandments ; and 
he caused all that were present to stand to 
it. And afterwards they kept a solemn 
passover,- as in the days of king Hezekiah. 
K"ow, there is much for you to leam 
from all this, dear children. And first, as 
to God's word. Do you love to read it, as 
young Josiah did ? And do you attend to 
it like him ? You have much more of that 
word than Josiah had; more of history, 
and more of prophecy ; and then you have 
the gospel too ; the words and acts of Christ, 
and the letters of his apostles ; and all the 
instruction they oontaLo. Josiah had none 
of these. How thankful you should be, 
then, for all the light and knowledge God 
has given ^ou ! Eead God's word, then ; 
and never forget, when you do so, to pray 
for the Holy Spirit to help you to under- 
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stand it, and to profit by it. It will do 
you no good if you know it only in your 
memory and understanding, and do not 
feel its power in your hearts, nor act 
according to its commands in your lives* 
And it is the Holy Spirit alone that can 
enable you to do this. 

And then, I have auother lesson for you. 
You remember that Jodah and the people 
made a covenant. We often read in the 
Bible of covenants : do you quite under- 
stand the meaning of the word ? I will try 
to explain it to you. A covenaut is a 
solemn agreement made between two per- 
sons, or between two parties, in which each 
makes certain engagements or promises to 
the other. I will give you an example of 
this, to help you to understand it better. 
In (Genesis xxxi., we read of a covenant 
that was made between Jacob and his unde 
Labau. There had been a dispute between 
them: and by this covenant they were made 
£riends. Each promised something to the 
other. Laban promised never to injure 
Jacob : and Jacob promised never to injure 
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Labon. And they said that Grod should be 
witness between them : and Jacob set up a 
pillar, and made a heap of stones for a 
memorial, in the place where the agree* 
ment was made« And then they offered a 
sacrifice, which was always done when 
covenants were made ; and it was considered 
a very sacred and solemn matter. 

This, you see, was a covenant made 
between two men. But we often read of 
covenants made between God and man; 
and in these God was sometimes pleased to 
make promises to his people, without re- 
quiring any promise from them in return. 
80 it was when God made a covenant with 
Noah, and promised never to destroy the 
world again by a flood of water. And so 
it was when God made a covenant with 
Abraham, and promised to multiply his 
children, and to give them the land of 
Canaan for a possessicm. And then, again, ' 
we read of other covenants, in which God 
promised certain blessings to his people 
upon certain conditions : liiat is, he said he 
would bless the people t^they did particu- 
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lar thingSy and acted in a particular way. 
So it was when the people of Israel made 
covenants with God in the times of Moses 
and of Joshua ; and afterwards God said he 
would take care of them and do them good, 
if they loved and served him. That was 
the condition, and they promised to observe 
it. But you remember how often they 
forgot i^eir promises, and fell into idolatry ; 
and then God no longer blessed them, but 
gave them up into the hands of their ene- 
mies. 

And now, if you understand what is 
meant by a covenant, we will go back to 
Josiah, and to the covenant which he and 
the people of Judah made at this time« 
What was it that they promised? To walk 
after the Lord, and to keep his command- 
ments. And Gt)d was present witii them 
then, and ready to bless them if they would 
be faithftd to those promises. And during 
the reign of Josiah they did continue £aith« 
All; and therefore, though trouble and 
sorrow were soon coming upon Judah, as 
the pimishment of their sins, yet, aa Grod 



A COTENAIJT MADE IX JUDAII. 169 

had said by Huldah, no evil came while 
Josiah Hved; and he died beloved and 
honoured by all his people. 

I hope, dear children, that you will strive 
to follow the example of young Josiah ; pray 
that you may early be, as he was, decided 
in the service of God ; and may you all be 
enabled to say with your hearts, as well as 
with your lips, *'Come, and let us join 
ourselves unto the Lord, in a perpetual 
covenant which shall not be forgotten." 
(Jer. 1. 5.) 



170 A COTENANT MADE IN JUDAIC. 



HYMN. 

Come, let us seek the grace of God, 

And all, with one accord. 
In a perpetual covenant join 

Ourselves to Christ the Lord* 

Come, let us join ourselves to him 
Who died our souls to save; 

Who died that sinners, such as we, 
Eternal life might have* 

And may we ever, through his grace. 
This covenant bear in mind ; 

No more forsake the Lord our God, 
Nor cast his words behind. 

Oh, let the days already past 
Suffice to have spent in vain ; 

Let Satan's power no more prevail, 
Nor in our members reign. 

Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghosf, 

May we by faith receive, 
And henceforth die to all below, 

And to thee only live. 
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QUESTIOI!irS. 

What happened to the ten tribes of 
Israel during Hezekiah's reign ? 

How did Josiah show his reverence for 
Grod's word ? 

What prophetess lived in Jerusalem 
then, and what was her message to 
Josiah? 

What was the covenant made by the 
king and people ? 

Eepeat a text which speaks of entering 
into a covenant with God. 
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1 AM going to take you a long way off to- 
day, dear children — ^to a very large and ^e 
city many miles from Jerusalem. This city 
was called Babylon; and, as I told you 
before, it was situated in the land of Assyria. 
It was surrounded by great walls, very 
thick, and very high. It had a hundred 
gates, and these gates were made of brass. 
Inside the gates, within the city, were 
houses, and gardens, and palaces, and tem- 
ples, all very beautiful and magnificent, 
which had been built by the different 
sovereigns who had reigned in Babylon. 
Through the city flowed a noble river; 
you ought to remember its name, for I 
have mentioned it more than once before—- 
it was called the Euphrates. Babylon was 
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divided into two parts by this river ; so, in 
some places, there were bridges, by which 
to pass over from one part to the other; 
and there were flights of steps leading from 
the river to gates which opened into the 
different squares and streets of the city. 

Babylon was a very large place; it 
measured about sixty miles in the extent 
of its waUs. It was square ; so each side 
was about fifteen miles long. And what 
sort of people lived there ? They were 
very rich, very great, and very powerftil ; 
they had all kinds of fine things brought 
from other parts of the world, to beautify 
their city; and it was called "the glory 
of kingdoms ; the beauty of the Chaldees* 
excellency." (Isa. xiii. 19.) And yet, 
notwithstanding their greatness, the people 
of Babylon were not a happy people. Why 
not? If you had walked through their 
fine city, and gone into their temples, I 
think you would have been able to tell why. 
You would have found out that God was 
not worshipped there. You would have 
seen idols of gold, and silver, and brass,. 
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and woody and stone ; but no holy temple 
— ^no altars raised for the true God — no 
sacriflceB offered to him; and, therefore, 
there was no blessing upon Babylon — so 
how dbvld the people be happy ? 

And now you may fancy yourselves, many 
long years ago, wandering about this great 
city, and admiring its beauty, and mourning 
over its idolatry. At last you come to a 
large building, strongly barred, and guarded 
on all sides ; it is the great prison-house of 
Babylon. Will you ask the guards to open 
those great gates, and to let you in ? Many 
poor captives are there ; but there is one 
whom you wiU pity, perhaps, more than 
all the others. There he sits, bound in 
fetters of brass, in his lonely prison. Look 
at him ; he cannot see you. He rolls his 
eyes around, and sometimes he seems to 
shudder with horror, as though some dread- 
ful sight were before him ; but no, he sees 
nothing — ^he is quite, quite blind. Who is 
he, and how came he here ? I will tell 
you. That poor captive was once a king 
reigning over God's chosen people in Jeru- 
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salem, in the very same city in which David, 
and Solomon, and Hezekiah, and Josiah 
reigned. His name was Zedekiah; and 
if he had loved and served God, as those 
good kings had done, he might have lived 
happily, and died peacefdlly, as they did. 
But no; Zedekiah did not worship God, 
nor read his word, nor honour his com- 
mands, nor keep his covenant. We are 
told that ''he stiffened his neck, and 
hardened his heart fi:om turning to the 
Lord God of Israel." (2 Chron. xxxvi. 13.) 
And when the good prophet Jeremiah 
warned him, and advised him, he would 
not repent, he would not receive instruction. 
And so God sent upon him, and upon his 
people, all those evils which he would not 
suffer to come in the time of Josiah. 

Nebuchadnezzar, the great king of 
Babylon, came against Jerusalem, and 
besieged the city, and broke down the 
walls, and destroyed the temple ; and took 
the king, and his princes, and his nobles, 
and his treasures, all away to Babylon. 
Many of the people of Judah he killed with 
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the sword, and others he carried captive, 
and made them seryants to himself and to 
his sons. And he '' slew the sons of Zede- 
kiah before his eyes, and put ont Zedekiah's 
eyes, and bound him with chains, to carry 
him to Babylon." (Jer. xxxix. 6, 7.) The 
last sight Zedekiah saw was the dreads 
death of his poor children ; and then his 
own eyes were put out, tiiat he might see 
no pleasant sight again for ever ! 

Was Jerusalem left quite desolate, with- 
out any inhabitants at all ? I^o ; a few 
still remained; and !N'ebuchadnezzar ap- 
pointed a goTcmor over them. But they 
did not stay long in Judah. Notwithstand- 
ing all their sufferings, the people of Judah 
were still rebellious, their hearts were still 
hard. God's judgments had not softened 
them ; for, as I told you before, unless the 
Holy Spirit speaks to the heart with the 
*' still small voice," no other way of speak- 
ing will have any effect, whether God speaks 
by his providence, or his word, or his 
judgments. So these rebellious x)eople, 
instead of submitting, and remaining in 
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tlicir own land, determined to go into 
^SYPU against God's command by Jere- 
miah ; there many of them perished, and 
many more were scattered and carried away 
into distant lands. 

But you must not suppose, dear children, 
that all the captives taken to Babylon froB» 
Jndah were wicked and rebellious. That 
was indeed the sad character of many of 
them, particularly of the great men— -of the 
king, and the princes, and the priests. God» 
in his righteous govemance, often punishes 
a nation, as a nation, for the iniquity of 
those who rule ; and blesses a nation, as a 
nation, for the piety of those who rule. Do 
you understand me? God is the great 
Governor of the world. He rules over all 
nations, large and small; and the people 
who belong to those nations, high and low, 
rich and poor, old and yoxmg — all are his 
subjects, and he notices the conduct of 
every one of them. Nothing escapes his 
eye. And God acts like a king in punish- 
ing those who transgress his laws, and in 
blessing those who obey them, and who 
800 u 
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serve him faithfiilly. Now, these punish- 
ments and blessings are of different kinds. 
He has punishments and blessings to be- 
stow upon every single person belonging to 
those nations. And when Grod sends judg- 
ments upon a whole nation, it is often on 
account of the wickedness of those who 
govern; and when God sends blessings 
upon a whole nation, it is often on account 
of the piety of those who govern ; for, you 
know, the *rulers are the heads of the 
nation ; they act for the people, and they 
represent the people. Kow, it will be 
well for you to try to remember all this, 
because there is an important lesson here, 
which even little children like you are not 
too young to learn. 

You see what a solemn thing it' is to be 
a king, or a queen, or a ruler ; or to have 
anything to do with making the laws and 
governing the people of a great nation. 
God is looking on all the time, and watch* 
ing over those who govern, as he did over 
the rulers of Judah ; and he is ready to 
bestow blessings, as he did when Hezekiah 
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and Josiah called their people to enter into 
covenant with God ; and to send judgments, 
as he did when Zedekiah hardened his 
heart, and when the princes and the people 
together forsook the covenant of their God. 
So then, how needftd it is for those who 
rule, to pray for wisdom, aa Solomon did, 
when he asked for an understanding heart. 
And is there no duty for the people too ? 
Yes ; and this is what I wish you to un- 
derstand, and to rememher particularly, for 
it concerns you as well as older people. It 
is the duty of all to pray for their sovereigns 
and their rulers, and to entreat God to make 
them truly wise, that they may govern their 
people in the right way. GChe Bible teaches 
us this. St. Paul says, '^I exhort that 
Bupplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men ; for 
kings, and for all that are in authority, that 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, in 
all godliness and honesty,'' (1 Tim. ii. 
1,2.) 

But we have almost forgotten Babylon. 
I was telling you that some of the captives 
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were really holy men, and therefore, 
though they shared in the judgments in- 
flicted on Judah, because they belonged to 
the nation, yet they shared in God's mercy 
and favour also, because they belonged to 
his people. This is another thing for yon 
to remember, dear children. " The Lord 
knoweth them that are his." (2 Tim. ii. 
19.) If there were only very few in a 
whole country who loved and served him, 
he would Imow who those few were, and 
not one of them, however poor or small, 
would be without his blessiog. We cannot 
tell who really love God. If it were left 
to us to And out and to count up all the 
people in a single city, or even street, who 
belong to God, we should make a great 
many mistakes; for we cannot see the 
heart; we do not know the motives of 
people's actions, and therefore we may often 
be deceived. But God knows every secret 
thought — every feeling — every motive ; 
nothing is hidden from him ; and therefore 
he cannot be deceived. You remember, 
God found out and preserved Lot, the only 
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righteous man in the city of Sodom. And 
wl\Bn Elijah thought that all Israel had 
fallen into idolatry, God knew of seven 
thousand who had never bowed the knee to 
Baal. And in all times of trouble, God's 
faithfol servants will either be delivered 
from danger, like Lot, or blessed even in 
affliction, like the captives of Judah, of 
whom I am soon going to tell you. But I 
must reserve our lesson about them for 
another time, and end now with a little 
text, which, I hope, will help you to re- 
member what I have been saying : — ** The 
Lord knbweth how to deliver the godly out 
of temptation.'' (2 Pet. ii. 9*) 
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liOtdi I teould delight intLedj 
And on thy care depend ; 

To thee in every trouble flee. 
My best, my only Friend. 

When all created streams are dried) 

Thy fulness is the same ; 
May I with this be satisfied. 

And glory in thy name ! 

l^o good in creatures can be foUnd^ 
But may be found in thee; 

1 must have all things, and abound) 
While God is God to me. 

Lord, I cast my care on thee; 

I triumph and adore ; 
Henceforth my great concern shall l>e^ 

To loye and praise thee more. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Where -was the city of Babylon ? 

Try to describe it to me. 

What was it called in the time of its 
glory? 

Who was the last king of Judah f 

Where was he taken ? 

What became of the people of Judah, 
and of the temple ? 

Pid any of the people remain in Judah ? 

What became of them ? 

Why were these troubles permitted to 
come upon them ? 

What does St Paul say about the duty 
of praying for our rulers ? 

Eepeat a text which tells us that God 
cares for and deliyers those who loye him. 
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I PE0M18ED, dear children, to tell yon, to- 
day, a story about Bome of the Jewish cap- 
tives in Babylon, who were not disobedient 
and rebellious against God as many of them 
were. I'he Bible mentions four particu- 
larly. They were quite young when they 
first went to Babylon ; and, as they were 
beautiful and clever, Nebuchadnezzar 
favoured them very much, and had them 
instructed in aU the learning of Babylon, 
and gave them everything they could de- 
sire. And when they grew up, he appointed 
them to certain oflSces in Babylon. These 
Jewish captives were named Shadrach, Me- 
shach, Abednego, and Daniel. 

You remember that the people of Babylon 
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irere idolaters ; and about the time of which 
I am speakings Kebuchadnezzar the king 
made a new idol — a yeiy large image of 
gold I and he set it np in the plain of Dura, 
in the province of Babylon, and ordered 
all the people to worship it. ITow, this 
command gave no trouble to the people of 
Babylon. They were poor ignorant idola- 
ters, and> no doubt, thought that this fine 
idol Was able to do them some great good ; 
and they were quite willii^ to obey the 
king by worshipping it. But it was not so 
with the Jews. They had been taught to 
serve the true Ood ; and those young men 
whom I have just mentioned had continued 
to do so faithfully and steadily, notwith- 
standing all the temptations of Babylon. 
They weU knew that it would be a dreadful 
sin to fall down before this golden idol, 
when the command of their own Gk>d was, 
*' l^hou shalt not bow down to them, nor 
worship them." So they determined not 
to obey the command of king ITebuchad- 
nezzar. And yet they knew, too> that they 
might bring themselves into great danger 
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by reftisiiig to obey: for the cruel king 
had said, that whoever did not fall down 
to worship the image when the signal vias 
given, should be cast into a burning fiery 
furnace* The signal was given by the 
sound of flute> harp) dulcinier> and many 
other instruments of music. 

At last the time came. The plain of Dura 
was filled with people, all waiting and ready 
to fall down and worship the image ; and 
when the signal was given, and the sound 
6f all kinds of music was heard, then 
those people fell down> and worshipped 
the golden image which ITebuchadnezzar 
the king had set up. Yes, all of them in 
that wide plain except three; and those 
three were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego. We do not read of Daniel in this 
story ; so we may suppose that he was then 
in another part of the country, and had 
not received the command about worship- 
ping the golden image ; for, if he had, we 
may be quite sure that, like his three 
Mends, he would have refused to obey. 
Some of the people of Babylon, the Chad- 
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deans, as they are called, came to ISTebu* 
cliadiiezzar> and accused these three Jews 
to the kiagi They said, " There are certain 
Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of 
the proviace of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshacli, 
and Abednego ; these men, king, have not 
regarded thee ; they serve not thy gods, nor 
worship the golden image which thou hast 
setup." (Dan. iii. 12.) Then Nebuchad- 
nezzar commanded them to be brought be- 
fore him, and he again told them that when 
next the dgnal was given for the worship 
of the image, they must obey, and fall down 
before it ,• and that, if they would not do 
this, they should the same hour be cast into 
a burning fiery furnace. 

Kow, dear children, picture all this to 
yourselves. Fancy you see before you 
that great wide plain, filled with people-^ 
hundreds and thousands, as far as your eye 
can reach. In the distance stands the great 
idol, rising far above their heads, and they 
are all gazing upon it, as if it were some- 
thing very wonderful and very powerful. 
And yet it is but an image ; made by a 
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man ; made of gold, of that whicli has no 
sense, no feeling in it. Can sacli an image 
do any good to those people ? Can it save 
them firom any evil, or give them any 
blessing ? "No ; and yet they stand there, 
ready to haw down, and worship it, as 
though it were really a god, like our Grod, 
able to kill, and to make aHve. "They 
have not known nor understood, l^one 
considereth in his heart, neither is there 
knowledge nor understanding. A deceived 
heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot 
deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie 
in my right hand?" (Isa. xliv. 19, 20.) 

Kow, look at another part of the plain* 
There stands the king — ^the great king 
Nebuchadnezzar You know something of 
his history. You know how powerful he 
was, and how cruel : how he conquered 
Jerusalem, and burned the temple, and 
killed 80 many of the people ^ and how he 
slew the poor cluldren of Zedekiah, and 
then put out their father's eyes. Should 
you not fear to stand before such a king as 
that, and particularly if you had disobeyed 
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his commond, and he were angry, and you 
were in his power ? Now see : there stand 
before him, three of his captives ; they have 
just been accused of breaking his orders; 
and he has threatened to cast them into 
yonder fiery fttmace if they again refiise to 
obey. You may almost fancy that you see 
the smoke rising from the top of that 
dreadful furnace, and that you see the 
raging of the flaming fire within. And 
there stand !N'ebuchadnezzar*s fierce execu- 
tioners, ready to obey the king's command, 
and to cast into the fire any who will not 
fall down and worship the golden image. 
And now, how do you think Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, felt and acted 
at such a moment as that ? How would 
you, dear children, have felt ? What would 
f/ou have done ? There seemed only one 
way of escape, and that was a very easy 

•^ay — just to fall down, and worship the 
image. Then Nebuchadnezzar would have 
been satisfied, and the accusers would have 
gone away, and. all would have been well. 
But no : — one was there greater than Nebit- 
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chadnezzar — " The King of kings, and the 
Lord of lords." He had said, " Thou shalt 
not make any graven images ; thou shalt 
not how down to them, nor worship them," 
Could Shadrach, Meshach, and' Ahednego 
forget this ? No ; and they could not for* 
get, either, how powerful their Qod was, 
and how merciful ; and that therefore he 
could, if he so pleased, deliver them even 
from the fiery furnace ; or, if that were 
not his will, still they knew that all must 
he well if they trusted in him. And so 
these three men, full of faith, and holy 
courage, andholdness, answered J^ehuchad* 
nezzar, and said, " Our Grod whom we 
serve is ahle to deliver us from the huming 
fiery furnace, and he wiU deliver us out of 
thine hand, king. But if not, be it 
known unto thee, king, that we wiU not 
serve thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up." 

Then Nebuchadnezzar was very angry ; 
and he commanded that the furnace should 
be made seven times hotter than it was 
Sefore ; and then Shadrach, Meshach, and 
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Abednego were bound, and cast alive into 
the midst of the fire. The flame was so 
liot that it burnt to death the executioners 
who cast them in. Eut it did not bum 
those holy men ; no, for God had commanded 
the flames not to touch them ; and so, though 
they walked through the fire, they were not 
burned, neither did the flame kindle upon 
them. And this was not all. Jesus Christ 
himself came to them in the fire. He 
came to comfort and to deliver them, and to 
show them, and their enemies too, that 
those who trust in him never trust in 
vain. IN'ebuchadnezzar himself saw this, 
and said, " Lo, I see four men loose, walk- 
ing in the midst of the fire, and they have 
no hurt ; and the form of the fourth is like 
the Son of Gbd." And then the king 
went to the mouth of the fumaoe, and 
cried, " Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
ye servants of the Most High Qod, come 
forth, and come hither." And they came 
forth out of the midst of the fire* 

When we read of the conduct of these 
three holy men, we may be reminded of 
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many others who, at different times, have 
been called not only to confess their faith 
in God before cruel enemies, but even to 
suffer death itself in consequence* Tou 
have heard of the martjrrs who laid down 
their Hves for the sake of the truth. It 
was God^s will tiiat they should suffer 
death, just as it was his will that Sha- 
drach, Meshaoh, andAbednego, should be 
delivered from it. But his will was wise 
and good in both cases; and those holy 
martyrs did not desire deUverance; and 
they did not shrink from death, however 
cruel and painful, if God appointed it for 
them. Ifany of them were enabled to 
praise God even in the fire; and they are 
now praising him in glory, and singing, 
with many more who have cone out of 
great tribulation, " Salvation to our God 
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb." (Rev. vii. 10.) 

Dear children, be thankfril that in the 
happy days in which we live, God's people 
are not threatened with cruel deal^s for 
professing liis truth and obeying his com* 
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mands. And while you are thimkfiil, do 
not forget that the faith and courage of 
Bhadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, are 
what you and all of us should seek to have, 
in whatever circumstances we may be 
placed. Jeeos says, ^^ Be thou faithM imto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life." (Rev. ii. 10.) 

But there is another furnace into which 
Gk)d' s people are sometimeB cast ; and a very 
different one &om that of which we have 
been spealdng. And they are put there 
not by cruel enemies, but by theirmeroifol 
God ; not that they may be hurt and con* 
somed, but that they may be benefited and 
blessed. Do you know what furnace I 
mean? I mean affliction. Affliction i» 
often compared in the Bible to £re. God 
is often pleased to put his people into thia 
tonace for their good. If everything in 
this world were pleasant and delightM— ^ 
if there were no pain, no sorrow — ^then 
even God's people, perhaps, might love 
it too well, and wish to make it their 
home, and to live here always, instead 
300 w 
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of looking forward to their better liome in 
heaYen, and having their hearts and affec- 
tions there. And so, God is pleased some- 
times to send sorrows and troables, to 
teach them that this is not their rest, and 
to draw their hearts away from earth, that 
they may think more of God, and of holy 
and heavenly things. But, you remember, 
Christ came to his faith^ servants in the 
burning fiery Aimace ; and so he does now 
to his people in their sorrow and affliction. 
He comes to them, as he came to Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, to comfort them, 
and to take care of them. And so they are 
happy even in the midst of pain ; for they 
know that aU is well ; and they can say, 
as St. Paul did, '^ our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory; while we look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen ; for the things which are seen 
are temporal, but things which are not seen 
are eternal." (2 Cor. iv. 17, 18.) 
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HYMN. 



Lo ! round the throne, a glorious band. 
The saints in countless numbers stand. 
Of every tongue, redeemed to God, 
Arrayed in garments washed in blood. 

Through tribulation great they came ! 
They bore the cross, despised the shame; 
From all their labours now they rest. 
In God's eternal glory blest. 

Hunger and thirst they feel no more, 
Nor sin, nor pain, nor death deplore; 
The tears are wiped from every eye, 
And sorrow yields to endless joy. 

They see their Saviour face to face, 
And sing the triumphs of his grace ; 
Him day and night they ceasmess praise^ 
To him their loud hosannas raise. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Tell me the names of the four young 
captives ^ whom we read so much in the 
book of Daniel. 

What command did Nebuchadnezzar 
give the people of Babylon ? 

What was the signal for them to do 
this? 

What was the punishment threatened 
for disobedience ? 

Who dared to disobey? 

Why? 

How did they answer Nebuchadnezzar ? 

What was the consequence ? 

What happened to the men who cast 
them into the furnace ? 

What became of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego ? 

How were they delivered ? 

What other persons have been cast int5 
the fire for the cause of truth ? 
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Is there any other furnace of which the 
Bible speaks ? 

Who are put into that furnace, and why ? 

Eepeat what St* Paul says about the 
afflictions of God's people. 
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You have already heard a good deal of the 
history of king l^ebuchadnezzar, dear chil- 
dren ; and if you read to yourselves the 
fourth chapter of the book of Daniel, you 
will find something more about him which 
I am sure will interest you. You will 
there read a very remarkable dream, sent by 
God to Nebuchadnezzar, to warn him of 
his Buis> and of the judgment which those 
sins would bring upon him. And we are 
told, in that chapter, of the interpretation 
of the dream by Daniel ; and how, not- 
withstanding, Nebuchadnezzar went on 
still in his wickedness until the judgment 
came, and his reason was taken from him, 
and he was driven from among men, and 
had his dwelling with the beasts of the 
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field, and was wet with the dew of heaven, 
tiU his hair became like eagles' feathers, and 
his nails like birds' claws. And then we 
read of the mercy of God to him in all this, 
when, after seven years, he lifted up his 
eyes, and his nnderstanding returned, and 
he blessed God, and praised and honoured 
him, and was restored to his kingdom and 
his throne. Now, this story is just one 
instance more af God's justice and mercy in 
his government of mankind. And it shows 
us, too, the wonderftd power of GxhI's grace 
in subduing such a proud heart as Nebu- 
chadnezzar's : and his great goodness in 
pardoning one so wicked, 'No sins are too 
great to be pardoned, if they are repented 
of; God can forgive them for Christ's sake. 
He says, " Though your sins be as scarlet 
they shall be as white as snow ; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." 
(Isa. i. 18.) And no heart is too hard to 
be softened and converted by his Holy 
Spirit. He said to the hard-hearted people 
of Israel and Judah, " A new heart will I 
give you, and a new spirit will I put 
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within you; and I will take away tha 
atony heart out of your flesh, and I 
will give you a heart of flesh.'* 
(£zek. xxxvi. 26.) But then we must 
pray for all these mercies. If you wish 
for pardoui and for anew heart, say, " Turn 
thou me, and I e^all be turned; thou 
art the Lord my Qod." (Jer, xxxi, 18.) 

Two more kings reigned in Babylon 
after iN'ebuchadnez^ar. They did not, like 
him, cast away their idols, and turn to 
Qod ; they went on in sin to the end of 
their liyes. The last king of Babylon was 
named Belshazzar, and with him ended that 
great kingdom; and the beautifol city, 
which had been called ** The glory of the 
Chaldees' excellency,'' was taken, and 
afterwards destroyed; so that the place 
where it had once stood became ** as when 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah/' 
(Isa. xiii. 19.) 

All this had been foretold by God's 
prophets many years before. I think it 
will interest you to read some of these 
prophecies, and then to see how very ex- 
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actly they were aU fiilfilled. But, first, I 
must tell you what those sins were which 
led God thus to destroy Babylon. They 
Were, particularly, the sins of idolatry^ 
pride, and craelty. You already know 
that the Babyloiuans were idolaters. The 
chief god they worshipped, was called Bel ; 
and a temple for his service stood in the 
great city of Babylon. Another of their 
idols was called iN'ebo. We read of these 
two idols in another chapter of Isaiah ;— « 
*' Bel boweth down, Nebo stoopeth ; their 
idols were upon the beasts and upon the 
cattle. They stoop, they bow down toge- 
ther; they could not deliver the burden, 
but themselves are gone into captivity.'' 
(isa. xlvi. 1, 2.) Those idols were unable 
to deliver or even to support themselves ; 
and yet the ignorant inhabitants of Babylon 
trusted to them for help in the time of 
difficulty and trouble. 

Another sin of Babylon was pride. 
Nebuchadnezzar, you remember, was very 
proud untiL he was humbled by God. He 
was proud of himself, of his great power. 
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and riches, and dominion. He said, " Is 
not this great Babylon, that I have builded?" 
And this pride of the kings and people of 
Babylon is mentioned both by Isaiah and 
Jeremiah : — " Sit thou silent, and get thee 
into darkness, daughter of the Chal- 
deans, for thou shalt no more be called the 
lady of kingdoms. Thou saidst, I shall be 
a lady for ever." (Isa. xlvii. 5, 7.) 
'' Behold I am against thee^ thou most 
proud, saith the Lord God of hosts. The 
most proud shall stumble and fall, and 
none shall raise him up." (Jer. 1. 31, 32.) 
And then, another sin of Babylon which 
made God angry, and brought his judg- 
ments upon the kingdom, was cruelty, and 
particularly cruelty to his own people, the 
Jews. All through the Bible you will find 
that God acted upon what he said to Abra- 
ham, " 1 will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse him that curseth thee." (Gren. 
xii, 3.) Those people who showed kind- 
ness to Abraham's seed, always received a 
blessing; and those who treated them with 
cruelty, always met with judgment. So 
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it had been, you remember, with the people 
of Egypt, who had oppressed the Israelites, 
and were themselves pimished with plagues, 
and with destruction in the Bed Sea. And 
BO it was afterwards with the people of 
Babylon, who took Judah into captivity, 
and destroyed the city of Jerusalem. Por, 
though God was pleased many times to 
allow his people to fall into the hands of 
their enemies, on account of their sins, yet 
this was no excuse for the cruelty of those 
who oppressed them, and did not at all 
lessen their guilt in the sight of God. We 
read, " Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
children of Israel and the children of Judah 
were oppressed together ; and all that took 
them captives held thiem fast; they re- 
ftised to let them go." (Jer. 1. 33.) " As 
Babylon hath caused the slain of Israel to 
fall, so at Babylon shall fall the slain of all 
the earth." (Jer. li. 49.) Try, then, to 
remember the three great sins which brought 
destruction upon Babylon — ^idolatry, pride, 
and cruelty to God's people. 

But I should like to show you, next, some 
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prophecies which tell us who the people 
were who should take Babylon, and the 
way in which they would take it. The 
people were the Modes and Persians. You 
will find them mentioned in the prophecies 
of Isaiah; but you must remember that 
Elam is the Scripture name for Persia, or 
you will not understand one of these texts : 
--^'' Behold, I will stir up the Modes against 
them." (Isa. xiii. 17.) ** Go up, £lam 5 
besiege, O Media." (Isa. xjd, 2.) Cyrus, 
prince of Persia, led the army of the 
Modes and Persians against Babylon; and 
his name is mentioned in another pro-* 
phecy, and also the wonderful way in which 
he should take the city: ''Thus saith the 
Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right 
hand I have holden, to subdue nations 
before him ; and I wiU loose the loins of 
kings, to open befinre him the two-leared 
gates ; and the gates shall not be shut.'' 
(Isa. xIt. 1.) "That saith to the deep. 
Be dry, and I wiU dry up thy rivers." 
(Isa. xUv. 27.) 

You see £rQm all this that Cyrus was to 
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take Babylon ; tiiat he "was to go through 
the gates of brass ; and that, in some way 
or other, not yet known, he was to pass 
through the river, the Euphrates, which, 
you remember, flowed through Babylon; 
and that the waters of that river woidd be 
dried up to make a way for him. All this 
is very wonderfdl, but all was exactly 
fdlfilled. And now, try to bear in mind 
the different prophecies we have read, and 
I will show you how the events they pre- 
dicted BO many years before, aU came to 
pass. 

It was, in the reigji of Belshazzar that 
Babylon was taken. The Modes and Per- 
sians came against it, with Cyrus at their 
head, and besieged it for a long time. You 
may suppose that it was no easy thing to 
get into such a city as Babylon was, with 
its immense walls, and great gates of brass. 
And Cyrus could not hope to take the city 
by means of famine ; for there was enough 
food within it to last for years. So the 
people of Babylon made themselves quite 
easy, expecting that Cyrus and his army 
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would sooD grow tired, and go away from 
the walls. But could Cyrus do that ? "No ; 
for God's word, many years before, had 
declared that Cyrus should take Babylon, 
and that those great gates sHould be opened 
before him; and the word of Grod must 
stand. God had foretold the event; and 
he could bring about its accomplishment. 

There is a prophecy I should like you to 
look at, which mentions the carelessness 
of the people of Babylon, and the manner 
in which many of them were engaged when 
the city was taken. " My heart panted : 
fearfulness affiighted me ; the night of my 
pleasure hath he turned into fear unto me. 
Prepare the table; watch in the watch- 
tower; eat, drink." (Isa. xxi. 4, 5.) 
Babylon was to be taken during a night of 
pleasure ; and, if you read the account in 
Daniel v., you will find that bo it was. 

And now, dear children, try to picture 
to yourselves what I am going to describe. 
You must suppose that you are now stand- 
ing in the ancient city of Babylon. There 
is the grand palace of the king Bdshazzar. 
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It is night; and a great festival is going on 
within. A great number of the nobles and 
mighty men of the kingdom are assembled 
there, and they are all eating, and drinldng, 
and making merry. Eelshazzar is seated 
among them, and before him are a number 
of beautiftd vessels of gold and silver, fiUed 
with wine, from which he and his company 
are drinking. And as they drink they 
praise their gods — ^their idol gods of gold, 
and silver, and brass, and wood, and stone. 
But look again at those vessels — ^the bowls, 
and the basins, and the cups. Do you 
know whence they came, and for whom 
they were first made, and for what purpose ? 
Those beautiful vessels once belonged to 
the holy temple at Jerusalem; and they 
were made by the direction of God himself, 
for his service — ^for the sacred uses of his 
house. But when Nebuchadnezzar took 
Jerusalem, and destroyed the temple, ho 
preserved those sacred vessels, not because 
he had any respect to the worship of the 
true God, but on account of their beauty, 
perhaps, and their value. So he brought 
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them to Babylon y and put them in the 
house of his idol. And now Belshazzar 
has just sent for them, that he may drink 
wine out of them, and praise his own 
foolish idols, in mockery of the true God. 

This is an awful sight : but I wish you 
to see a little more before you leave that 
palace. All this time there has been a 
great deal of noisy mirth at the feast, 
music, and singing, and shoutmg — ^bnt 
suddenly all is hushed — ^not a word is 
spoken, not a sound is heard. Why is 
this ? Look at the king ; his countenance 
is changed ; his cheeks are very pale. He 
ti^mbles, and his knees smite one against 
the other. His eyes are fixed upon the 
opposite wall. The nobles look too, and 
then they tremble as he does, and all their 
mirth is at an end. And what has terrified 
them so much ? It is the warning of some 
dreadful judgment that is coming upon 
those wicked men. "In the same hour 
came forth fingers of a man's hand, and 
wrote over against the candlestick upon the 
plaister of the king's palace ; and the king 
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saw the part of the hand that wrote." 
(Dan. V. 5.) They see the writing, hut 
nMie of them can read the words — they 
are in a strange language which they do 
not know :— even the wisest men of Bahylon 
cannot interpret them. There is only one 
man in all that great city who can under- 
stand the wonderful writing ; and that is 
Daniel, who, you rememher, was taught hy 
God himself the knowledge of sacred things. 
So Daniel is called in, and he reads the 
words, and gives the interpretation : " God 
hath numbered thy kingdom and finished 
it. Thou art weighed in the balances, and 
found wanting. Thy kingdom is divided, 
and given to the Modes and Persians." 
Then Belshazzar praises Daniel for his 
wisdom, and clothes him with scarlet, and 
puts a gold chain round his neck, and 
makes him a ruler in his kingdom. 

And now, let us leave this wicked com- 
pany in the palace, and walk around the 
city. All is silent here, for it is the dead 
of night, and those who are not sharing in 
the feast are slumbering in their beds, ex- 
300 
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cept, perhaps, a few soldiers on watch, or 

on guard; and even they are attending 

very little to anything aronnd. And now 

we come to the river — ^the great river 

Euphrates. Look at it ; is there not some* 

thing strange and unusual here ? A few 
hours ago the waters reached nearly to 

the banks ; now it is almost dry, so that 

you might walk through it without any 

danger or difficulty. How is this ? And 

then, look at the gates which open from 

the river into the city — there is one and 

another wide open, though it is night, and 

all ought to be secured. The people have 

been so engaged in preparing for this great 

feast, that they have forgotten to close the 

gates. But listen — there is the sound of 

steps, as if persons were approaching, 

softly and quietly, lest they should be 

overheard in the stillness of night. The 

sound comes nearer and nearer ; and it is 

from the river — ^that river which is now 

almost dried up. Look again — ^there is 

just light enough for you to distinguish 

the forms of men — armed soldiers — ^marcli- 
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ing along through the empty bed of the 
river, into the city* Kow, they reach one 
of the great gates : how can they open it ? 
They have no need, for it is already open, 
and no one opposes them. They go through ; 
there goes Cyrus at their head; and the 
Median and Persian soldiers follow. They 
have entered Babylon. Ah, what confti- 
sion there is in the city now, as soon as it 
is known that the enemy is really within ! 
"One post shall run to meet another, and 
one messenger to meet another, to show 
the king of Babylon that his city is taken 
at one end." (Jer. li. 31.) And now 
Belshazzar and his nobles rush out of the 
palace, and the soldiers and the guards 
hasten to defend their king, and to resist 
their enemies; but it is all in vain, the 
Medes and Persians have taken possession 
of the city ; they are too strong for the 
poor, surprised, terrified Babylonians. In 
this night, Belshazzar, king of the Chal* 
deans, is slain ! 

And what is Babylon now f Ah ! if you 
were to travel to the distant land Vv'licre 
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"the glory of the Chaldees* excellency 
once stood, you would find nothing but a 
few ruins to mark the spot All is desolate 
around. Wild beasts prowl about where 
the walls and the gates once were ; reeds 
and rushes grow where the beautiful gar- 
dens flourished in the days of Babylon's 
glory; aud the river Euphrates, when it 
overflows, washes the very spot where the 
great city stood, in the time of JS'ebuchad- 
nezzar and Belshazzar. And this is just 
what had been predicted. 

Before we finish our lesson, we will find 
a few more prophecies which foretold the 
desolation of ancient Babylon : — " It shall 
never be inhabited, neither shall it be 
dwelt in from generation to generation; 
neither shall the Arabian pitch there; 
neither shall the shepherds make their fold 
there. But wild beasts of the desert shall 
lie there ; and their houses shall be full of 
doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell 
there ; and satyrs shall dance there ; and 
the wild beasts of the islands shall cry in 
their desolat^^ houses, and dragons in their 
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pleasant palaces.'' (Isa. xiii. 21, 22.) " The 
sea is come up upon Babyloi|; she is 
covered with the multitude of the waves 
thereof. Her cities are a desolation, a dry 
land, and a wilderness; a land wherein 
no man dwelleth, neither doth any son of 
man pass thereby." (Jer. li. 42, 43.) 

And now I think I need not say much 
in the way of lessons on this story, dear 
children, for you have, I hope, made them 
for yourselves, as you have listened to it. 
You do not forget the sins which led to 
Babylon's fall, nor the wonderful proofs 
which we have seen of God's faith and 
truthfulness in the different prophecies^ 
And so I shall say only one thing more. 
Kot long ago, I told you it was the duty of 
us all to pray for our rulers ; to-day I wish 
you to learn, and to remember, that it is 
our duty also to pray for our country. 
See what sin brought upon Babylon of old ; 
and I could give you many more examples 
of sin bringing destruction on cities, and 
kingdoms, and nations. 

Do you not love your country, with its 



214 BABYLON TAKEN. 

happy homes, and its beautifol hills and 
yaUeySy and its fresh green fields, and its 
noble rivers ? And do you not wish that 
Britain should be, as it now is, a country 
favoured and blessed by G()d, with his 
service established in it, and his word read 
and known in it, and his name honoured 
and feared in it ? Then pray that it may 
be kept from sin ; from those sins which 
led to Babylon's Ml ; and that its people 
may continue faithful to their God; and 
then they will stUl enjoy his favour and 
his blessing. ** Happy is that people that 
is in such a case; yea, happy is that 
people whose God is the Lord." (Psa. 
cxliv. 15.) 
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HYMN. 



My country, O my country! dear is thy name \a 

me! 
Fair land of peace and plenty, and glorious 

liberty ! 
On regions more luxuriant the sun perchance may 

shine; 
But his bright beams illumine no shores more blest 

than thinOk 



My country, O my country I dear to my Yery 

heart — 
whence 

thou as 
»« 18 not w , ., . . 

renown ; 
The Bible freely read is the gem in England's 



heart — 

But whence proceeds thy glory P Why stand'at 

thou as thou art F 

It 18 not wealth, nor victory, nor conquest, nor 

renown : 



crown* 



My country, O my country! yes, dear thou art to 

me; 
Fair island of the ocean: bright beacon in tie 

sea! 
Oh may the light thou bearest for other countries 

shine, 
And let them too be favoured with blessings such 

as thine! 
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My coantry, O mj country ! oft as I kneel to 

pray, 
I seek God*8 blessing on thee— Iiis nrour day by 

day. 
May he who England's strength and glory long 

hath been, 
Still keep, and bless, and farour, my country and 

my queen ! 
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QUESTIONS. 

What do you know of the last part of 
Nebuchadnezzar's life ? 

Who was the last king of Babylon ? 

By whom was Babylon taken, and in 
what way ? 

Can you repeat any prophecies in which 
these things were foretold ? 

How was Belshazzar engaged on the 
night in which his city was taken ? 

"What warning had he received ? 

In what state is Babylon now ? 

Has this been foretold in prophecy ? 

Repeat that prophecy. 

What lessons may we leam fix>m the 
faU of Babylon ? 

What blessings should we ask from God 
for our country ? 

Repeat a text which tells us how a 
country may be truly happy. 
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But you must not suppose, dear children, 
:&oni what I said in our last lesson, that 
Babylon all at once became a ruin and a 
desolation. No ; for many years it re- 
mained as it was ; only it belonged to other 
nations, and had a king of its own no more. 
After the conquest by Cyrus, his uncle 
Darius, king of the Medes, took possession 
of it ; and at his death it became part of the 
kingdom of Cyrus himself. I shall haye 
something to say to you about both these 
kings — Darius and Cyrus. 

Daniel still remained in Babylon : and 
he was as great a favourite with Darius as 
he had been with Nebuchadnezzar. He 
became a very great man in the kingdom, 
and had much to do in the affairs of the 
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state and the government ; and he was so 
faithful in all he did, that "the king 
thought to set him over the whole realm/' 
But Daniel had something to suffer, 
notwithstanding all these honours ; for the 
other great men in the kingdom envied 
and hated him, and wished to hring him 
into disgrace with Darius. So they tried 
very hard to find something of which they 
might accuse him ; but they were obliged 
to confess, " "We shall not find any occa- 
sion against this Daniel, except we find it 
against him concerning the law of his Grod." 
(Dan. vi. 5.) Then these wicked men 
contrived a plan by which they hoped to 
get rid of Daniel altogether. They came 
to the king, and said to him, " "King Darius, 
live for ever. The presidents of the king- 
dom, the governors, and the princes, have 
consulted together to establish a royal 
statute, and to make a firm decree, that 
whosoever shall ask a petition of any god 
or man for thirty days, save of thee, king, 
he shall be cast into the den of lions. Now, 
king, establish the decree, and sign the 
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wrkizig, that it be not changed, according 
to the law of the Medes and PersianB, 
which altereth not." 

Kow, this conduct of the presidents may 
show yon what sort of people these Medes 
and Persians were, and how cruel and 
tyrannical their laws were ; and you know 
that they were idolaters, and ignorant of 
the true God. Darius did not understand 
why it was that his princes were so desirous 
to have this statute, so he agreed directly 
to do as they wished ; and the decree "was 
signed. And what followed ? Did their 
wicked plan micceed? The enemies of 
Daniel had thought rightly that he would 
not obey such a law as this, which Darius 
had just signed. They knew he was a 
man who prayed to the true Gk)d ; and one 
who would do so still, whatever his enemies 
might threaten. And he did do this. 
" When Daniel knew that the writing was 
signed, he went into his house; and his 
windows being open in his chamber to- 
wards Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees 
three times a day, and prayed, and gave 
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thanks before God, as lie did aforetime/' •> 
His enemies were on the watch; and as 
soon as they found him praying to his God, 
they went to the king, and reminded him 
of the decree which he had signed, and 
of the dreadful punishment which was 
threatened on those who disobeyed. And 
then they accused Daniel, and asked Darius 
to have him cast at once into the den 
of lions. Darius was very sorry, for he 
loved and honoured Daniel ; and he was 
vexed with himself for having signed the 
decree ; and laboured all that day to deliver 
Daniel. But the cruel men were determined 
Daniel should not escape; so they came 
again to the king, and said, " The law 
of the Modes and Persians is, that no 
decree nor statute which the king establish- 
eth, may be changed." Then the king 
yielded; and he commanded, and they 
brought Daniel, and cast him into the den 
of Hons. 

That night was a very sad one to king 
Darius. He felt he had done wrong. 
He had first allowed himself to be per- 
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snaded to make a rash decree ; and then he 
had yielded to wicked men, and had con- 
demned his faithful servant to be cast into 
a den of lions — ^that he might he torn to 
pieces, and deyoured by those savage beasts. 
He could not sleep that dreadful night. 
He spent it in fasting and mourning, and 
he would not suffer any mirth or amuse- 
ments in the palace. "We cannot wonder 
that Darius was miserable, although we 
may feel for him, and pity him. But may 
not his distress teach us a useful lesson ? 

Have not you, dear children, often felt 
imhappy because you have done something 
foolish and wrong, and because that act has 
vexed or injured one whom you loved ? I 
am sure you have some sad remembrances 
of this kind. And then you have blamed 
yourselves, and wished the time coidd but 
come back again that you might act differ- 
ently. But an act once done camiot be 
undone. It may be repented of, and 
mourned over, but it cannot be changed ; 
it must remain for ever. And then, when 
we consider that all these wrong acts of 
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ours are written down in the book of God's 
remembrance, this thought becomes a very 
solemn one indeed. At the day of judgment, 
that book will be opened and read. And 
how dreadful it would be to have all our 
sinful acts, and all our idle words, read and 
remembered then ! But we may have a 
thought to comfort us, when we consider all 
this, which Darius had not. "We know 
that our sins may be pardoned, that our 
wrong and foolish actions may he forgiven, 
although they cannot be undone. Yes, dear 
children ; if you really repent, if you are 
sorry, not only because you have vexed a 
fellow-creature, but also and especially be- 
cause you have offended God ; and if you 
pray earnestly for pardon through Christ, 
then your sins will be blotted out, and 
remembered against you no more for ever. 
Read this beautiful promise : — " I, even 
I, am he that blotteth out thy transgres- 
sions, for my own sake, and will not re- 
member thy sins." (Isa. xhii. 25.) 

But we must go back to Daniel. As 
soon as the morning was come, Darius went 
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to the den into which Daniel had heen 
thrown, and crie.d with a lamentable voice, 
and said, " Daniel, servant of the living 
God, is thy God, whom thou servest con- 
tinually, able to deliver thee from the 
lions ?" And, oh ! how joyfiil Darius was 
when he heard Daniers own voice answer 
from within the dark den : "0 king, live 
for ever. My God hath sent his angel, and 
hath shut the lions' mouths, that they 
have not hurt me." So Daniel was taken 
up out of the den, and no manner of hurt 
was found upon him, because he believed 
in his God. And then the king commanded, 
and they brought the wicked men who had 
accused Daniel, and cast them into the den 
of lions. " And the lions had the mastery 
of them, and brake all their bones in 
pieces, or ever they came at the bottom 
of the den." 

Now, I wiU not talk to you to-day 
about the faith and courage of Daniel, nor 
of the kind care of God over him, because 
I have spoken to you already upon these 
subjects. But before we end our lesson I 
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will aak, and answer for you, one question. 
It is about Daniers conduct at this time. 
"Was it right of him, do you think, when 
Dariuft made that decree, to go and disobey 
it directly? Is it not our duty to obey 
our rulers, and to keep their laws ? Does 
not the Bible itself tell us to do so ? Per- 
haps- some little difficulty of this kind came 
into yaur minds while you were listening 
to the story, and you would like to have 
it cleared up* Well, then, I will answer 
the question in a few words, which you 
must try to remember. It is our duty to 
obey rulers and laws always, except when 
they command anything contrary to God's 
word; and then we ought to obey Gk)d 
rather than man. This was the principle 
upon which Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, acted, when they refused to obey 
Nebuchadnezzar's command to worship the 
golden image. And this was the rule 
according to which Daniel acted when 
Darius made the decree that none should 
make any petition to God or man for thirty 
days, except to himself. And so it is that 
300 p 
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holy martyrs have acted in all ages of the 
world. They have willingly given up 
their lives, and suffered the punifdunent 
threatened ; but they would not, they could 
not consent to disobey Grod in order to 
please an earthly ruler, or to avoid his 
anger. Bemember this rule, then; but 
remember, also, that obedience to earthly 
rulers in every other case, is a duty 
expressly commanded by (jod himself. 
" Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of God ; 
the powers that be are ordained of Grod. 
Whosoever, therefore, resisteth the power, 
resisteth the ordinance of God." (Bom. 
xiii. 1, 2.) 
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HTMK. 

Jesus, my strength, my hope I 

On thee I cast my care ; 
With humble confidence look up, 

And know thou hearest prayer. 
■ 
Grant me a gfodly fear, 

A ouick discerning eye. 
That looks to thee when sin is near, 

To bid the tempter fly ; 

A spirit still prepared, 

And armed with jealous care ; 
For ever standing on its guard. 

And watching unto prayer. 

I rest upon thy word ; 

The promise is for me ; 
My succour and salyation, Lord, 

Shall surely come from thee. 
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QUiESTIOKS. 

Who reigned in Babylon after it was 
taken by Cyrus ? 

How was Daniel treated by biniy and 
why? 
^ What decree did Darius sign ? 

Who persuaded him to sign it, and with 
what intention ? 

How did Daniel act when he knew of this 
decree ? 

Tell me what followed when he was 
discovered praying to God. 

What does the Bible say about obedience 
to rulers ? 

Is there any exception ? 

What is the rule in such a case ? 

Give me some examples. 

Bepeat a text which tells us to obey 
those set over us. 
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I MUST now remind yon of Cyrus, "wto, as* 
I told yon, took Babylon with his army of 
Modes and Persians, and possessed it as 
part of his own dominions, when his uncle 
Darius died. 

Kow Cyrus had been raised up by God 
#br a particular purpose — not only for the 
destmctbn of Babylon^ but also for the 
deli^'eranee of the Jews. You remember 
that the Jews were at this time captives in 
Babylon, where they had been taken by 
Nebuchadnezzar. But i^eir captivity, God 
had said, should la£t only for a certain time 
— seventy years ; and, at the end of that 
lime, God promised to bring liiem back to 
thdr own land. And as those sev^ity 
yeais drew nearer and nearer to th^ir dose, 

229 
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God prepared all tliiiigs for the fulfilment 
of his purpose. ♦ 

Darius died, and Cyrus became king, not 
only of Persia, but also of Media and 
Babylon. He had very large possessions, 
and was a powerful king, and a wise and 
clever man, and a great conqueror. But of 
all the things he did, the best and greatest 
was this : he made a proclamation, giving 
leave to all tiie Jews in his dominions to 
return to Jerusalem, and to build again 
their city and their temple. You may 
suppose how glad the poor captives were 
to listen to this proclamation, and how 
eagerly they prepared to set out on their 
journey to their beloved home. They were 
very many in number ; and' Cyma restored 
to them those sacred vessels which Nebu- 
chadnezzar had taken away; and many 
things also were given them by the people 
around, whose hearts God disposed to show 
them kindness. 

The first thing the Jews did when they 
came to Jerusalem, was to set up an altar, 
and to ojSer sacrifice, and to keep the feasts 
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which Gk>d had appointed ; and soon after, 
they began to build their temple, under the 
direction of Joshua the high priest, and of 
Zerubbabel the governor, who came with 
them from Babylon. 

The Jews prospered as long as Cyrus 
lived; but when he died, and another 
king succeeded and reigned instead of him, 
trouble and persecution began again. You 
remember the people who were placed by 
the king of Assyria in the cities of Samaria, 
after he had taken away captive the ten 
tribes. These people were enemies of the 
Jews ; and they wrote letters to the new 
king of Persia, accusing the Jews of re- 
bellion, and asking him to prevent them 
from rebuilding the temple, and establish- 
ing themselves in the country. The king 
atteiided to the accusation, false as it was, 
and sent to the Jews to desire them to leave 
off building. So the work of the house of 
God ceased for some years. 

At last, another king, named Darius, 
came to the throne of Persia. He was 
more just and kind than those who had 
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reigned be&re; and ibe Jews began to 
liope that happier times ir ere coming for 
them ; and the prophets Haggai and Zech- 
anah encouraged them to go on with their 
work. Their enemies again tried to pre* 
rent ihem, but they conld not succeed ; for 
Darius himself searched for tiie proclama- 
tion of Oyms, that he might see whether 
Ihe Jews had really a right to build or not. 
And when he found that Cyrus had given 
them permission, he made a decree that 
the work should be done with fqpeed. So 
** the elders of the Jews builded, and they 
XKTOspered through the prophesying of Hag- 
gai the prophet, and Zechaiiah the son 
of Iddo. And they builded and finished 
it, according to the commandment of the 
God of Israel, and according to the com* 
mandment of Cyrus, and Artaxerzes, king 
of Persia." (Ezra vi. 14.) ThisArtaxeixes 
was another king of Persia, who rdgned 
after Darius, and was Y&ry kind and 
friendly to the Jews. 

The Jews had good rulers to advise and 
direct tbem at this time. Besides the 
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propliets Ha^ai and Zechaiialiy they had 
the goyemor Zeruhhahel, and the high 
priest Jofihna. Now th^« was something 
veiy remarkahle in hoth these persons; 
and I will tell yon a little more about them 
before we go on wi4h the story. We 
will first read a verse in the pr<^>hecy of 
Haggaiy which speaks about the temjde 
which the Jews w»e then building. " The 
glory of this latter house shall be greater 
than i^at of the former, saith the Lord of 
hosts : and in this place will I giye peace, 
saith tiie Lord of hosts.'' (B!ag. ii. 9.) 
Feihaps you will not understand the mean- 
ing of this ; so I will try to explain it to 
you. As I have just said, the Jews were 
at this time building th^ temple — ^the 
second temple, as it is called, to distinguish 
it from that of Solom<m. Now, in many 
respects, this second temple was inferi<»r to 
Solomon's. It was smaller, and less mag* 
nificent, and several things were wanting 
in it which behmged to the first temple. 
But God ixAd the people l^at, notwith- 
standing this, there was one respect in 
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which the second temple would be greater 
than the first — ^it would be honoured by 
the presence of Christ himself. God said, 
*' The desire of all nations shall come, and 
I will fill this house with glory, saith the 
Lord of hosts." Christ was " the desire of 
all nations;" the Saviour who had been 
so long promised, and so long looked for 
by his people. He would come to be a 
blessing to them, and to make peace by the 
sacrifice of himself on the cross, for the 
sins of the whole world. And when on 
earth, Christ often fiUed this house with 
his glory ; for the temple of which we read 
in the Kew Testament, where Jesus so 
often taught, was this second temple, which 
was enlarged and repaired by Herod, king 
of Judea. 

But there is another verse for us to read 
in this chapter. It is about Zerubbabel : 
.*' I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, 
and I will destroy the strength of the 
kingdoms of the heathen. In that day, 
saith the Lord of hosts, will I take thee, 
iO Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of 
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Shealtiel, saith the Lord, and will make 
thee as a signet ; for I have chosen thee, 
saith the Lord of hosts." Now, all this 
cannot refer to Zeruhhabel only, for he did 
not live to see the things foretold in this 
prophecy. Can you tell me of whom else 
they speak? Of one much greater than 
Zerubbabel — one of whom Zerubbabel was 
only a type — the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Zerubbabel was, you remember, governor 
of Judah ; Christ is the rightful Governor 
of the whole world, and, in a particular 
manner, he is the Governor of his own 
people. He reigns now in their hearts; 
and he will reign hereafter over all the 
earth, as " King of kings, and Lord of 
lords." And when all other kingdoms are 
shaken or destroyed, his will remain ; for 
his " kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
and all dominions shall serve and obey 
him." (Dan. vii. 27.) 

But what is meant by being made a 
'* signet," or seal ? It was usual for the 
kings of Persia, when they appointed a 
person to any particular of&ce, to deliver to 
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him their signet rin^, or seal, as a siga of 
authority. When Zerubbabel was sent as 
goyeniorto Jerusal^ny perhaps the king of 
Persia might have givai one to him. And 
then, besides this, the signet, or rii^, is an 
anbkxa of love or affectionate rememl»rance. 
It means this in a vetee which I will show 
yon in the Bong of Sok»non : '^ Set me as 
a seal upon thy heart, as a seal npim tiiine 
arm." (SoL Scaig viiL 6.) Kow, when 
€hrist came into the world, he came with 
authority from the Father, to exax)iee his 
office of Saviour and Mediator ; and when 
he comes again he will 0(»ne wiih authc»ity, 
to exercise his power as Judge and King of 
the whole world. And Christ, too, as you 
may remember I told you before, is ihe 
''beloved One" of God, in whom "his 
soul delighteth." 

But we must pass from Zerubbabel to 
another person who lived at Ihe same time, 
]and was also a type of Christ — I mean 
Joshua Ihe hig^ priest. We wiU read 
what is said of him in the prophecy of 
Zechariah: — ''Even he shall build the 
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temple of tlie Lord, 82^ he shall bear the 
^cfry, and sfatall sit and rule upon his 
throne; and he shall be a priest upon 
his throne ; oad the counsel of peace shall 
be between them both.*' (Zech. vi. 13.) 

"NofWy how did Joshua typify Christ? 
Yon know that Aaron was a type of him 
as Hig;h Priest, and that David and Solomon 
were types of him as King. Joshua was a 
type of him in both these offices, as High 
Priest and XiTig too ; he was ''a priest upon 
his throne.'' Joshua was a person of great 
authority and power among the Jews ; and 
he was particularly employed in the build, 
ing of the temple. Kow Jesus was like 
Joshua in all these respects — as High 
Priest to make atonement, and to intercede^ 
and to bless his people — as King to rule 
over them — and as the Builder of a temple 
too; but not of such a temple as that at 
Jerusalem. Christ is the Builder of the 
spiritual temple — ^his church and people. 
He haa been building that temple many 
years. It is gradually increasing, growing 
higher and higher, as the gospel is more 
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fully known and obeyed : and at last, in 
his own good time, lie will complete it, and 
"bring forth the head-stone thereof with 
shoutings, crying, Grace, grace, unto it." 
(Zech. iv. 7.) 

And now, let us go back for a few 
moments to Jerusalem. We left the Jews 
building their temple, under the protection 
of the Persian king Artaxerxes. It was 
finished in a short time, and then dedicated 
to God with joy and thankfulness. Soon 
after this, Ezra, the priest and scribe, or 
writer of God's law, arrived in Jerusalem, 
and he was very useful. in instructing the 
people, warning them when they sinned 
against God, and leading them to repent, 
and confess their sins, and pray for pardon. 
But, for some time, the walls of the city 
of Jerusalem were unbuilt ; they remained 
in ruins until the arrival of another good 
man named Kehemiah. Nehemiah was a 
servant of the king of Persia — ^his cup- 
bearer ; but when he heard of the state in 
which his beloved city was, he asked per- 
mission to leave Persia and the king's 



OTHEB SCEKES IN JITDAH. 289 

court for a time, in order that be might go 
to Jerusalem, and be useM to his country- 
men there. The king gaye him leave. So 
Nehemiah went to Jerusalem, and remained 
there some time, assisting to build the walls, 
and to direct the people ; and helping them 
to resist their enemies, the Samaritaus, who 
still tried to hinder and persecute them in 
their work. But, at last, all was com- 
pleted, and, through the kindness and 
mercy of God to his people, they were once 
more established and settled in their own 
land. 

And now, dear children, I have only a 
few words more to say to you in conclusion. 
We have just been talking about the temple 
at Jerusalem ; and I have told you that it 
was an emblem of that spiritual temple of 
which Christ is the Builder — the church 
and people of God. Now, you know that 
a house or temple is made up of many 
different stones, all united together, to form 
one building. And so the church of Christ 
is made up of many different persons, all 
united together — one in hope, one in faith, 



240 OTHES SC£K£S IN JTDAH. 

one in love ; *^ «a holy temple in the Lord ; 
bnilded together for an habitation of Grod 
through the Spirit" {Eph. ii. 21, 22.) 
Seek, then, to belong to this temple, not 
only in name and profession, but m deed 
and in truth : that you may be as ^'lirely 
stones" in **the temple of the lining God;" 
and that the beautiM promise may be 
fulfilled to you, " I wiU dwell in ihem, 
and walk in them; and I will be their 
Gady and they shall be my people." 
(IPet iL5; 2 Cor. vi. 16.) 
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HYMN. 

Jerusalem, my bappy home, 

Name ever dear to me ! 
When sball my labours bave an en^. 

And find their rest in thee ? 

Jesus my Saviour, dvrells therein. 

In glorious majesty ; 
And him through every varied sccnr. 

Onward I press to see. 

Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there, 
Around my Saviour stand ; 

And all the saints in Christ below. 
Shall join the glorious band. 

Jerusalem, my happy home! 

My soul still pants for theo ; 
Then sball my. labours have an cml, 

Wheu once thy joys X see! 
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QUESTIONS. 

How many years did the Jews remain in 
Babylon? 

Who restored them to their own land ? 

What did they do on their return ? 

Who opposed them, and what was the 
consequence ? 

What kings of Persia, after Cyrus, 
favoured the Jews ? 

Under whose direction did the Jews 
rebuild their temple ? 

What prophets wrote at that time ? 

How was Zerubbabel a type of Christ ? 

How was Joshua the high priest a type 
of Christ ? 

What is the spiritual temple of which 
Christ is the Builder ? 

Bepeat a text which speaks of the people 
of God as a temple. 

Bepeat a promise that God will dwell in 
that temple. 
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